January 1, 1576.) 


NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


MONTH. 


Ewxcursumes have-long had cause to congratulate themselves that the virtues 
of domestic life, for which their nation is remarkable, have nowhere been more 
happily exemplified than in the home of their beloved Queen. The glimpses from 
time to time afforded them of the inner life of the reigning family—the highest 
household in the land—have been all that the most pure-minded and the must kindly- 
hearted could desire. The mutual attachment of the Queen and the late Prince 
Consort was the basis on which was reared amongst their children that fabric of 
brotherly and sisterly affection which has called forth towards them the kindly feel- 
ings of all classes of society. The warm interest taken by the Queen herself in all 
that concerns the well-being of her subjects, has, no doubt, been one chief cause of 
her personal popularity; but another has been that simplicity of taste and feeling 
which has, in a special sense, led her to identify herself with them, in preferring, 
whenever practicable, a natural and homely life in their very midst to one of court 
pageantry and ceremonial routine. In her summer Highland abode, the chosen 
retreat of her recreative seasons, this preference has received its clearest and mcs: 
pleasing illustration. Nor can we doubt that Her Majesty's love of simplicity and 
quiet has, since bereavement threw its shadow over her life, been deepened ana 
intensified; and that to this cause must be ascribed that reluctance to appear in 
public, and to take part in state and other ceremonies, which by some has been 
visited with censure. To such it may appear strange and inconsistent that the 
Queen, shrinking from publicity as she so often seems to do, should nevertheless, 
as opportunities occur, herself draw aside the veil which would otherwise coneeal the 
privacy of daily life, take her people into her fullest confidence, and acquaint them 
with her own and her children’s inner Listory, their pleasures and pursuits, their 
sorrows, sympathies, and fears. Never has Her Majesty done this more im. 
pressively than in Mr. Martin's “ Life of the Prince Consort”—a book which de- 
rives its chief charm from the materials so freely placed by the Queen at the dis- 
posal of the author. To us, however, there appears no incongruity in this. That 
same trust in and affection for her people which induce aversion to the ostentatious 
pageantry and courtly etiquette that would create a barrier between herself and 
them, equally prompt her to desire that they should be well acquainted with herself, 
understand her character, appreciate her motives, and so be qualified to feel and to 
express towards her that practical sympathy which is as much needed by the Sovereign 
as by the humblest and poorest of her subjects. We rejoice to believe that such 
sympathy is, towards Her Majesty, very largely entertained ; and we are convinced 
that the perusal of this volume will tend greatly to deepen and increase it, affording, 
as it does, fresh and abundant proofs both of her confidence in her people, and her 
own personal claims on their affectionate regard. | 


‘The excitement caused by Mr. Gladstone’s pamphlet on the Vatican Decrees 
: hows, as yet, scarcely any symptoms of abatement. On the Continent, and especially 
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in Germany, the impression produced by it can hardly be described. But to what- 
ever extent it may have enlightened the public mind as to the natural issues and 
results of Ultramontane principles, it has nowhere damped the zeal and determi- 
nation of the Ultramontane party. Archbishop Manning himself is reported to 
have said that he is resolved to have absolute submission in tle matter of the 
Vatican Decrees, and that those must be driven out of the Church who will not, in 
the most implicit manner, submit to its authority. An elaborate reply to the letters 
of Lord Acton is said to be in course of preparation, but the drawing up of a scheme 
of defence on behalf of the Ultramontanes as against the British Government is 
officially denied. It is now alleged that the crisis to which matters have been 
brought by the aggressive and irrepressible ambition of the priestly party had long 
been foreseen by English Roman Catholics, who apprehended that the time was not 
far distant when they and their ecclesiastical chiefs must come into collision. We 
know now, at any rate, that “Catholic unity,” so called, is nothing but an empty 
boast. As has well been said, “Men make a silence, and then call it peace ;” but 
let the silence once be broken, and it is seen that where unity was supposed to exist 
only discord and confusion reign. The lesson is instructive for all Protestants, and 
will certainly not be without its effects on Roman Catholics themselves, 


No intelligent and thoughtful Christian will dispute the fact that in these days 
there is great and pressing need, throughout all the Churches of the British Empire, 
for a thorough religious re-awakening ; for some special outpouring of the Divine 
Spirit, which shall make the followers of Christ, of every denomination, more alive 
to their responsibilities as His professing people; which shall not only quicken into 
greater vigour their own spiritual life, but enkincle in their midst intense and 
irrepressible desires for the conversion of their fellow-men. Amongst all our Chris- 
tian organizations, all the societies for the direct or indirect promulgation of the 
Gospel, or for accomplishing those works of practical benevolence by which its spirit 
is exemplified, there is too often a lack of that very spirit which alone can animate 
and vitalize the whole. We want more of Christ’s own love in our hearts, a deeper 
sense of the value of the immortal souls around us, and a more fixed and determinate 


resolve to scek, as the one great purpose of our lives, their everlasting welfare. The 


age isinordinately secular ; fierce competition for the attainment of earthly good rage 


all around; the never-ceasing cry of “ What shall we eat, what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shall we be clothed?” resounds on every side, and amidst the din and 
distraction thus excited, the still small voice which asks, “ What is a man profited 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” is, even by Christ's 
own disciples, scarcely heard, and to the world at large is totally inaudible. Under 
these circumstances, what is most imperatively required is that baptism from on high 
which, by revealing the powers of the world to come, shall make all things new ; 
pouring fresh life through every section of the Church, and bringing those outside its 
pale to a joyful recognition of His claims upon their allegiance who loved them and 
gave Himself for them. It is, therefore, with no small amount of satisfaction that 
we hail the arrival amongst us of Messrs. Moody and Sankey, our evangelistic 
brethren from America, who, after being unmistakably honoured of God in effecting 
a marvellous work of conversion and revival in the larger cities both of Ireland and 
Scotland, have now commenced, in right earnest, their work of faith and love in 
England. Already have they stirred the heart and soul of Manchester, that great 
centre of commercial life and action, where, as in ull other plates they have visited, 
assembled thousands, in numbers almost incredible, hang upon their lips, listening — 
with rapt and breathless interest to the joyful tidings of a Saviour’s love. It is not i 
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apassing curiosity, nor a transient feeling of excitement, that indaces multitudes of 
people, of all ages and ull ranks and classes of society, daily, and in the busiest 
hours of the day, to throng to overflowing such buildings «s the Oxford and the 
Free Trade Halls, while two simple evangelists, not “with exceilency of speech or 
of wisdom,” but in language unadorned and plain, press home upon the consciences 
and hearts of their hearers their solemn obligations in respect of Christ and His 
salvation. We rejoice to find that the ministers of almost all denominations gladly 
extend to Messrs. Moody and Sankey the right hand of fellowship, hail them as 
allies, and are prepared to co-operate with them to the utmost of their power. None 
who have marked the course pursued by these evangelists, or noted the results of 
their labours in every city of their sojourn, will for ene moment doubt that there 
rests upon them a special blessing from on high, and that this it is which makes 
their work effective. We are glad to learn that this month they will visit Birming- 
bam and Sheffield, and that in February Liverpool will be the scene of their 
exertions. Every one of these cities is a centre of commanding influence ; but to 
most of us, of course, the interest of their sojourn in this country will culminate in 
their four months’ residence in London. The great commercial metropolis of the 
world will be the theatre of their evangelistic operations from March to June inclu- 
sive. It has already been resolved to raise a sum of 10,000/. towards the expenses 
of their mission, and the Agricultural Hall has been secured for the month of March. 
We hope and believe that that immense building, capacious as it is, will be full to 
overflowing, that the Christians of London will give to our devoted brethren a 
welcome not less unanimous than that which has gladdened their hearts in other 
cities of the empire, and that the results of their visit will eminently conduce to the 


glory of Ged and the eternal happiness of thousands. 


In the Court of Arches, the judgment delivered by Sir Robert Phillimore in the _ 
case of Martin v. Mackonochie has been adverse to the Incumbent of St. Alban’s, 
upon all: the articles alleged against him, one alone excepted, that relating to the 
“undue elevation” of the paten and cup at the Communion. He has been sus- 
pended for six weeks, and condemned in all the costs of the suit, except those inci- 
dent to the one charge which was pronounced “not proven” by the judge. Mr. 
Mackonochie is a well-known and old offender—one, moreover, of those leaders of 
the Ritualistic party who exercises his skill and adroitness in evading or outwitting 
the clearest stipulations both of ecclesiastical law itself and the courts by which it is 
enforced. Seven years ago the first proceedings were commenced against him, and in 
1868 the Court of Arches found that he had illegally used incense during the cele- 
bration of the Holy Communion, and also that, prior to its administration, he had 
illegally mingled water with the wine. On two other charges—viz., the using lighted 
candles on the “ altar,” end bodily prostration before the “ consecrated elements ”— 
Mr. Mackonochie was acquitted, the judge deciding that the lighted candles were not 
contrary to law, and that “ prostration” before the elements was an open question, or 
one within the discretion and direction of the Ordinary. An appeal on those two 
points, however, having been made to the Judicial Committee by the promoters of 
the suit, this acquittal was reversed, and, by an order in Council, both the prostra- 
tion and the lights upon the table were elike declared to be illegal. Since then, the 
conduct of the Incumbent of St. Alban’s bas twice been the subject of inquiry before 
the Judicial Committee, with a view to ascertain whether dye obedience had been 
paid by him both to the order above referred to, and to the prohibitions of the Comt — 
of Arches. On the first occasion he was admonished, and condemned in custs, for 
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vieted of two acts of discbedience—first, of having elevated the “ wafer” above the 
level of his head ; and next, of having then bowed himself before it. It was on this 
occasion that Mr. Mackonochie made the remarkable statement that he had “ care- 
fully scanned the monition and the Order in Council to see how nearly he could pre- 
serve the prohibited ceremonies, or how far he could obey the law of the Charch 
without disobeying the law of the State!” It would seem that Mr. Mackonochie 
regards the Church and the State as in perpetual] and inevitable conflict, and their 
“Jaws” —at least, on such matters as vitally affect the Church—as hopelessly antago- 
nistic with each other! Under these circumstances, his one aim seems to be to recon- 
cile his civil and his spiritual allegiance by complying with the letter of the iaw of 
the land without the least gcruple of transgressing it in spirit! Truly, Ritualism 
makes us acquainted with some very singular operations of conscience in the breasts 
of its promoters! Mr. Mackonochie’s painful attempts to obey conflicting laws did 
not, however, satisfy the Judicial Committee, and he was not only condemned in 
costs, but suspended from his duties for three months. Other issues bad, meanwhile, 
been raised by the decision of the Judicial Committee in the celebrated Purchas case, 
and that decision having set forth as illegal many acts which formed part of the re- 
gular worship at St. Alban’s, the proceedings which have just been brought to a close 
were instituted by Mr. Martin, the promoter of the former suit in 1867. By the 
judgment of Sir Rooert Phillimore, the use of wafer bread, the processions of clergy 
and choristers around the church with banners, crucifix, and incense, and the sing- 
ing of the Agnus Dei prior to the administration of the Communion, are all pro- 
nounced to be illegal. The remaining points on which Mr. Mackonochie has been 
condemned are those which the Judicial Committee have already, in the Purchas 
judgment, decided to be contrary to law. Two of these refer to the matters on which 
the action of Convocation is so shortly to be sought—viz, the distinctive Eucharistic 


vestments, and the eastward mn of the celebrant. Mr. Mackonochie, in a speech 


delivered by him at a meeting of olborn Branch of the English Church Union, 
virtually affirmed that the Court of Akches was not a spiritual court, and that its 
authority therefore was not binding in\the things of God. Had that Court de 
cided in his favour, Mr. Mackonochie would not, we apprehend, have raised a doubt 
of its validity. But now he tells us the “spi court is in abeyance,” and there 
is hence no lawful court which can pronounge “spiritual judgment” with any 
* spiritual force!” A most convenient assumptipn this for a clergy who are resolved 
to set all authority at defiance, and to be a law gnly to themselves! The judgment 
of the Dean of Arches has been appealed against; and therefore the sentence does 
not, for the present, take effect. , 


The visit of Bishop Colenso to this country has revived the agitating discus- 
sions so long rife in connection with his name. Three Bishops—those of London, 


_” Oxford, and Lincoln—having prohibited him from preaching in their dioceses, the 


excitement caused by these prohibitions had scarcely subsided, when the public were 
startled by learning that Dean Stanley had invited Dr. Colenso to preach in West- 


minster Abbey, but that this invitation had, by the Bishop, been prudently declined. . 


It is but just to Bishop Colenso to state that his return to England was prompted by 
no theological or ecclesiastical motives whatever, his mission being simply to obtain 
from the Home Government redress for the grieyances of the native tribes within his 
diocese—an object highly commendable, and in which we are glad to find he has 
succeeded. It was not, however, surprising that, being here, some of the advocates 
of “ comprehensiveness” in the Church of England, or of a negative theology within 


j 


__ her pale, should have invited him to occupy their pulpits, At Carfax, or the Town. 
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_ Cliurch, Oxford, a large congregation had assembled, and -the prohibition was but 

just in time ; the disappointment caused by it, however, was somewhat lessened by Dr. 
Colenso preaching in the afternoon at one of the College chapels, which are beyond 
the jurisdiction of the Bishop. In London, the audience at St. James's Chapel were 
equally taken by surprise, the monition of Bishop Jackson to Mr. Stopford Brooke 
having arrived “too late to prevent the public announcement of a sermon by the 
Bishop from Natal. To preclude any possible collision between himself and his 
clergy in relation ta Dr. Colenso, was probably the motive which induced the Bishop 
of Lincoln to take so unusual a step as to ixsue beforehand a circular to those within 
his episcopal control, warning them against Dr. Colenso by name, referring to hi: 
pulpit ministrations as “erroneous teaching,” and apprising all whom it might con- 
ceru that he must not be permitted to preach in any churches or chapels of the 
diocese till his errors were repented of. On the other hand, Dean Stanley justifies 
his invitation to the Bishop on the grounds that he is as much a Bishop of the 
Church of England as any member of the English episcépate ; that the nomination 
of preachers by no means implies approval of all the views they may be thought to 
entertain ; and that the prejudice against Dr. Colenso being (as he considers) too 
largely based on an almost total ignorance of the books he has written and the 
opinions he has propounded, it is desirable, in the interests of truth, of justice, and 
of charity, that such prejudice should, if possible, be moderated and restrained. It 
was, however, the Dean observes, chiefly on the ground of that special mission of 
humanity on which Dr. Colenso came to England, that he found it impossible to 
refrain from giving him the opportunity of speaking’ from the pulpit of the Abbey. 
With Dr. Colenso’s theological views we can have no sympathy whatever, and we 
regard his position in the Church of England as an anomaly which no plea of “ com- 
prehensiveness” can justify; but it would be satisfactory were the zeal for ortho- 
doxy, which, in special cases, and towards errors on the side of unbelief, is displayed 
by certain High Church prelates, equally manifested in relation to errors on the side 
of Romish superstition, from which, just now, the danger seems more imminent and 


general. 


The last month has been notably distinguished by some startling passages at 
arms between the Imperial Charicellor of Germany and the Ultramontane party io 
the German Parliament. In attributing the late attempt upon bis life to the enwity 
inspired by the persistent attacks upon himself of the priestly party in the State, the 
Chancellor must have known that, in the future, no policy of compromise was 
possible ; that no bridge could be thrown across the gulf which hopelessly divides 
the Ultramontane party and its aims from the advocates of German unity and 
power. For the interests of Germany and Europe it is perhaps best it should be so ; 
but Prince Bismarck brings a further charge against the party of the Pope, assert- 
ing that to their intrigues and influence nfast Dé ascribed the war of 1870 between 
France and Prussia ; and proving that a Papal Nuncio had previously declared that 
to European wars and revolutions alone could the Pontiff look for the restitution of 
his rights. The accusations thus brought home to the Ultramontanes by the German 
Chancellor have been followed up, so far as the assassin Kullmann is coneerned, by 
official statements in the Imperial Gazette; and one of the foremost Ultramontane 
senators, the editor of the Germania, has been arrested by order of the Government, 
and sentenved to twelve months’ imprisonment for a violation of the laws in relation 
to the press. On this last matter the Parliament has almost come into collision with 
the Chancellor, justly regarding freedom from arrest, whilst the Legislature is in 
actual session, as one of the most important and fundamental privileges of its 
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have no sympathy with Herr Majunke, the offending member, it may be presumed 
that we shall bear no more of Bismarck’s resignation. As regards the Chancellor 
himself, the trial of Count Arnim has brought out into stronger relief than ever the 


boldness and the resolute and unflinching determination of the man. On this 


great trial the interest of all Europe is now centred, and the revelations it has 
called forth of the views of the German Government respecting the parties into 
which France is now divided, have awakened interest the most intense. They are 
highly important and attractive, as illustrating the conception formed by the German 
Minister of the true relations between Germany and France, his own feelings 
towards the conquered nation, and the kind of influence which he considers 
Germany should use, so far as it possesses any, in shaping and directing its future 
and destin’ 


Politics across the Channel seem to have entered on a new phase since the 
meeting of the French Assembly. The resumption of the sittings of that body has 
been marked by an extraordinary display of forbearance and discretion. It appears 
as if, by the mutual consent of all parties, the discussion of all plans for the perma- 
nent “organization” of the Constitution and the Government,and of all irritating 
topics generally, were to be entirely avoided or postponed. Considering the state of 
opinion, and the relative strength of parties, both in the Chamber and the country, 
this course is undoubtedly the wisest to adopt. The Marvhal-President, it is well 
known, is determined to retain for the full term the power entrusted to his hands; 
but no scheme for consolidating what is termed the impersorfil Septennate, any more 
than one for organizing an immediate 1epublic, would have the slightest prospect 
of success, The Committee on the Constitutional Laws ‘will therefore, for the 
present, have an easy time, and the Assembly seems inclined to devote its 
whole attention to subjects social rather than political. One notable exception to 
this remark, however, was the debate upon the Education Bill, which, though not 
in itself a political measure, called forth strong expressions of antagonism between 
the clerical party and the Liberals, Notwithstanding the eloquence of the Bishop of 
Orleans, the Assembly has sanctioned “liberty of instruction,” and a large majority 
has pronounced in favour of free universities, uncontrolled by the special authority 
or teaching of the Church. Next in importance to this legislative actiag is the mo- 


tion again brought forward by M. de Pressensé in favour of liberty of worship, or of — 


making that liberty of conscience which French law already recognizes something 
better than an empty name. His proposition, which, as regards religious meetings, 
abolishes the necessity of a previous authorization by the local authorities—an 
authorization often vexatiously refused—was carried by a large majority. The Ex- 
treme Right, as was natural, the motion, and the Minister of Worship 
reserved to himself the right of proposing amendments in committee. It will be a 


great step gained for the cause of religious liberty in France should M. de Pressensé’s _ 


measure ig Pe passed. Public attention just now is mainly ‘concentrated 

on Count im’s trial, and the revelations it affords of Prince Bismarck’s inner 

thoughts upon French parties, politics, and prospects for the future. ; 
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ii members. A resolution deprecating the arrest of members during the session having 
| been carried, on the motion of Herr Hoverbeck, it was ramoured that the Chancellor 
; threatened to resign ; and the consternation caused by this announcement led to the 
adoption, next day, of a modified decision, by which the Minister was simply 

if “ requested” to interpret an article of the Imperial Constitution as declaring illegal 

i the arrest of any member during session without the previous sanction of the Parlia- 

ment. Matters have thus been calmed down, and as the majority of the Legislature 
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Marshal Serrano has at length left Madrid, to take himself the command of the 
Army of the North—with the intention, it is said, of striking some decisive blow 
which shell put « final end to the Carlist insurrection. However this may be, he 
bas been received by the army with great enthusiasm, and at Logrono paid a visit to 
the veteran general and statesman, Espartero—the soldier, of all others, most formid- 
able to the Carlists in the days of old) Marshal Serrano’s popularity in the provinces 
is doubtless greater than in the capital of Spain. In Madrid he is regarded as the 
leader of a party; in the well-affected country districts he represents the cause of 
order, freedom, and good government. For the sake of Spain herself, it is fervently 
to be desired that his expedition may be crowned with ultimate success. 


THE HEROINES OF ENGLISH PHILANTHROPY. 
BY ELIHU BURRITT. 


Tae strongest forces in nature are the stillest in action and least demonstrative in 
being. How imperceptible is the frost that gives to a quart of water, confined in a 
bombshell, the force of a pound of powder, to burst the thick concave of iron! These 
quiet bat mighty forces have their correlatives aud coequals in the moral world. If 
love is the sum and sun of God’s attributes, how slowly, gently, and almost imper- 
ceptibly it permeates human society, expands and softens human hearts, quickening 
their best sensibilities for work of its own kind ! 

The woman-power that is now working in every department of Christian labour 
in Great Britain, illustrates the boundless capacity of these quiet and gentle forces 
against the strongest holds of sin and misery that can face the light of civilization 
which, though cased with granite or iron, yield to the permeating process of that — 
_ power. Nowhere else has that power been developed to such capacity and variety of 
action ; and it is worth more to the masses of mankind than all the political achieve- 
ments or programmes that are monopolizing the attention and history of this present 
living world. The woman-work in England must become the work of every land and 
race that would overpower the worst evils that afflict its society. 

This woman-work in England has produced a literature which ought to be re- 
published and read widely throughout the Union. The volumes that record its 
history bear no sensational, but truthful titles. How many Christian women in 
America have read in their homes, and in face of the vices and evils they deplore, 
what Miss Marsh says in her “ English Hearts and Hands,” or Mrs. Wightman’s 
_ “Haste to the Rescue,” and “ Annals of the Rescued”! These books show the 
spirit, aim, and first-fruits of a work which is now enlisting the best sympathies and 
personal devotion of thousands of ladies in England, of refined culture and of high 
social position. And next to the grace of God in their hearts is the grace of this very 
culture to fit them for the work ; for it gives their hand, and voice, and eye a touch 
_ that the most ignorant, hardened, and vicious cannot resist. Indeed, these combined 
graces of spiritual, mental, and social culture are the very vital forces that give such 
power and success to the movement. 

Every reading American man and woman has heard of Florence Nightingale, and 
what she did in the Crimea. Perbaps many have seen her photograph, surprised to 
notice what a thin, frail, delicate creature she is, and wondering tiat she could go 
through such harrowing scenes of human suffering, and do such work for its relief. I 
wish the photographs of other heroines of English philanthropy could be introdaced 
into all the albums that grace the centre tables of American wealth and fashion. They 
would show what weak things of this world have been chosen to ordain the strength 


of, of Every one of these workers, 
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so feeble in flesh and blood, has made a history which would fill a volume worth « 
doren of the best novels of the day, - I should like to interest the reader in the un- 
written h of one of these workers. es 

a Widen “ Annals of the Rescued” gives the details of her remarkable 
efforts among the working classes in Shrewsbury. While spending a Sunday in Cam- 
bridge, I referred to the book, and expressed much admiration at the labonr it de- 
scribed, and it was told me, to my pleasant surprise, that a work of equal importance 
was being carried on in 2 populous suburb of the city by the daughter of one of the 
college professors, and that she held a meeting, that very evening, of working men.” I 
hastened to the building and took a seat by the door, where I could see as well as 
listen. The scene was one which few congregations ever presented. At the desk of 
the long school-room sat the young creatnre, hardly twenty-five years old, a delicate, 
fragile thing, born and moving in the highest circle of refined society, and dressed as 
if i€ were before her there, in the rough-faced audience of five hundred working men 
who filled the room. These she had, as it were, led by the hand out of the very dens 
and lairs of poverty, ignorance, and vice. Two by twos, and three by threes, she had 
bronght them out of these living graves, where they had been bound and tormented 
by the worst fiends of that legion of evil spirits which our Saviour drove out of the 
poor man in Scripture. They could not but follow when that voice so tender, and 
that hand so gentle, touched them.in their bonds. And here were five bundred of 
them sitting before her, clothed and in their right mind, looking up meekly into 
her face, as if it were the face of an angel. And it was to them a better face than any 
angel ever showed to mankind. It was all alight with the glow of tender sympathy 
with their human conditions, with a sentiment no being could feel who had not tasted 
the varied draughts of human experience. And as she stood up and looked into those 
sunburnt, hard, swart faces, many of them bearing scars of the vice and misery from 
which they had been uplifted, she spoke as never man spoke, as never man can speak, 
as only such a woman's heart, and voice, and eye could speak. | 

I have listened to the most eminent revivalist preachers in America, and to 
many of the most impressive ministers in England; bat I never heard an address 
more calculeted to melt an audience of common men than hers, and I never saw an 
audience more deeply moved. In diction and argument it was beautiful and power- 
ful, but in fervour and pathos it was indescribable. I-cannot recall a passage entire ; 
but one I shal) never forget, for the touching pathos of its utterance, and for the 
effect it produced on the congregation. She had alluded to the case of Rush, the 
murderer, who was once so impressed with religious convictions that his stout frame 
trembled from head to foot under his minister’s preaching; but he had put aside 
these impressions, and turned away into the awful crime that brought him to the 


scaffold. His minister, at its foot, had said to the impenitent criminal, “ Farewell 


for ever!” ‘Having dwelt upon the course and end of the murderer—once so near 
the threshold of salvation—she said, with the deepest emotion, “I have been thinking 
all the week of you costermongers, and of you coprolite diggers, fearing that you might 
be thrown from your carts or buried under an avalanche of rocks, and that you | 
would be brought to your homes with your bruised and broken limbs. And whom 
would you send for first? Why, for me, of course; and I should go to you, and find 
your weak, distracted thoughts too feeble and too wandering to take hold of God and 
Christ, and I should bury my- face in the bed-clothes and say, ‘ Farewell, for ever !"” 
The best painter, with a thousand strokes of his pencil, could not betray a more vivid 


_ and touching scene than these few simple words pictared hefore the eyes of those 


working men, and scores of them filled with tears they could not conceal. The last 
passage of her address was more affecting’ still, for thé voice, feeling, look, and 
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motion of the speaker. Stretching out her thin and trembling hands towards the 
hundreds who had hung their hearts on her lips, she seemed to throw her whole soul 
into this utterance, asif it were to be her last to them: “ Brothers, come! Lay your 
hands in these feeble ones, which have been so often wrung in secret prayer for your 
salvation, and let us all go home together to our Father's house |” 

But the life-work of this delicate young woman was not confined to such fervid 
and melting eloquence at the desk. It was not alone the distant heaven above to which 
- she laboured to lift and lead them. Her «ympathy and sleepless watch for them in 
= these lower walks of life were equally tender and devoted. What she felt and did to © 
4 this end she thus describes in a letter which I received from her, soon after the meet- 

- ing referred to, in answer to some expression of admiration at her work :— 

a “Of course it is very exceptional work for a woman to do; but my excuse is 
that or rough Barnwell men could not be got at by ordinary means, and were living 
without God and without hope, until, in love for my Redeemer, I tried to gather “~ *— 
them together. The results are, indeed, wonderful. Many of the vilest are now 
devout men, full of the Holy Ghost, my especial pride and joy being, I think, ‘the 
Devil of Barnwell,’ for suth was he called for his outrageous wickedness. He is now 
invaluable as a missionary among the worst—never, strange to say, having once 
swerved from the narrow path that leads to life, after he first started. Still the fact 
remains of 80 public-houses to a. population of a little upward of 3,000; that is to 
say, a public-house for every forty persons, including women and children. So we 
are determined at once to begin to collect funds for a small Working Men's Hall, 
which shall afford them society without sin, and recreation of mind without ruin of 
their hearts.” 

If ever “laborare est orare” teins, end This 
young woman had the greatest repugnance to any publicity given to her efforts. 
When writing a little book on this woman-work in England, the proceeds of which 
were to be given to her enterprise, she insisted that I should neither mention her 
name nor the nawe of the town in which she was labouring with such devotion and 
success. Still, she could not hide-so much light made in darkness under a bushel. . It 
would and did get abroad, little by little. Her appeal for help to private circles was 
responded to most generously. Instead of a small hall, a large and elegant building 
was the result—a veritable working men’s club-house, as weil as hall—where they 
could and did enjoy all her heart could wish of “ society without sin, and recreation 
of mind without ruin of soul.” But she never was permitted to speak in the large 
_ ball thus built at her appeal. Her flesh and blood failed her at the moment of this 
consummation, Her voice, so eloquent and inspired, was stifled by disease of the 
throat. For several years she has been living by the sea, an invalid, plying her pen — 
to do a little of the work her tongue can no longer perform. All the little books she 
has written in these years of prostration and suffering she has consecrated to the same 
mission of benevolence. One whom her example led into the same field of effort, in 
a letter just received, thus refers to her tireless labours of love: “I went with my 
family to Freshwater, and there, to my pleasure, found Ellice established. She was 
- busy writing—slaving for Miss Robinson ; and I was finishing a little story in aid of 
the Blind School. Her devotion so worked on me that I have been obliged to do a 

~ little for Miss Robinson, too.” And who is Miss Robinson, and what is her work ? 

This she is, and does: “She herself fights a daily battle with pain and weariness, 
which has few parallels in the annals of even sainthood, since she suffers from spinal 
curvature that would condemn most women to an invalid couch, and is only enabled 
to do her active work by the aid of a steel support—a strange armour in which to go 
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forth to such conflict—~a war with evils before which the stoutest heart and strongest 
frame might alike fail. But to this conflict her whole energies are devoted, and, 
living after this manner, for such a purpose, it is not likely that she can fail in what 
she undertakes.” No ; it is not likely she can fail, as the young lady thus “ obliged 
to do a little for her” writes and believes. What is it this young lady, upheld on 
her feet by steel support and fighting such with weariness and pain, bas under- 
taken to do? Only to establish a “ Soldier® Honie and Institute at Portsmou ’ that 
great military and naval port, “where there are one thousand beer-shops and gin- 
palaces offering to the soldier all the temptations to which he most easily yields, and 
where there is not a single place to which a decent, sober man can go for innocent 
| refreshment and recreation.” Such is some of the woman-work now going forward in 
hi England, and such are many of the workers engaged in it—New York Independent. 


Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


|From our own Correspoz.dent. } 
Paris, December 17, 1874. 
MISBELIEF AND UNBELIEF. 

“France in danger!” cry the Ultramon- 
tanes; “ever more in danger. Let ua unite 
with every prayer, every novena, every 
penance, to implore the mercy of the Sacred 
Heart and the comparsionate protection of 
the Immaculate Virgin in favour of our 
poor France, so guilty, so blind, so infatuated 
in her Liberalism. . . . In the great festival 
of the Mother of God, in the nineteenth 
century (the 8th of December, day of the 
Immaculate Conception), the Virgin Mary 
appears in all the majesty of her inno- 
cency, in face of universal corruption, which 
more and more invades mankind, deprived of 
its faith by gntichristign revolution; and 
in the almightiness of her holiness, in face 
of Satan, the prince of this world, whose head 
she crushes—i.c., his principal organ, Anti- 
christ. In truth, the revolution is preparing 
the way for Antichrist, and it is by the im- 
maculate Virgin, the humble and gentle 
Mary, that the faithful of the latter times 
will triamph over the great beast. We who 
have yet but to resist antichristianity, let us 
rally around Mary like children around their 
mother; let us take the communion in 
honour of the most pure— Queen, — whose 
glorious privilege was proclaimed twenty 
years ago by the holy Pontiff, Pius ix. “Let 
us pray for the deliverance of Rome and the 
Church, and for the raising from the dead 
of our sad and beloved France, who, notwith- 
standing her follies, has never ceased to be the. 
realm of the Holy Virgin.” : 

Strange remedy this, which, by diverting 
attention from the one true God and Jesus 

j 


! Christ, throws the natior cff the line, and hur- 


ries it down into the abyss from which it fain 
would save it! In France—where, as is justly 
remarked by a journal, the Reformation was 
sufficiently extirpated to leave no appreciable 
trace in the national mind —Catholicism has as 
its adversary, not Protestantism, but mere 
worldly ideas—the lay common sense of the 
people untempered by faith. Unbelief and 
infidelity now live and thrive in the open day; 
no spiritual tyranny compels them to work 
underground. Visibly they progress, enlist- 
ing talent, strength, and every energy. The 
attractive power is such, that, in horror of the 
soul-destroying system of Rome, even Chris- 
tian men sre approving fine but flimsy 
theories, and being drawn into the vortex. 
The new power in rapid formation is the “ re- 
ligion of the future,” from which the Bible is 
rejected and Christianity erased. 

Many a time have we mentioned the ad- 
vance of this awful power, but now thinking 
men are awaking to the fact; for visibly the 
revolutionary power is ever more rapidly 
mustering its forces. That Rome will excite 
revolutions in hope of regaining power by 
playing upon the fears of men, as she has 
done before, is no secret to anyone ; but still 
there is need to be forewarned, lest, in zeal, 
against antichristianity, the Christian should 
seek fellowship with Rome, as in Britain; or 
in his zeal against Rome, he should be sucked 
down by the whirlpool of plausibility, as in 
France. 

STRIFE IN THE REFORMED CHURCH. 

It is fearful to see our Rationalists going 
further and further into scepticism. They 
are changing the ground of discussion from 
principles to the one question 


of authority in 
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matters of faith ; while the Orthodox argu- 
ments are chiefly based om the one point of 
strict legality. Ritter is the strife, and weary- 
ing to the spirit, on both sides Could the 


to the detriment of Protestantism. The elec- 
tions of three Orthodox members to the vacant 
seats in the Paris Consistory are sati.factory. 
The Liberals advocated abstention. 
PASTOR BEKSTER'S NEW CHURCH. 

~ Much attention has been drawn to the 

great innovation made (partly, it is said, under 
the inspiration of Father Hyacinthe when in 
Paris) in the form of Protestant worship in the 
Chapelle de l'Etoile. This new church was 
opened by Pastor Bersier last month, and 
was crowded. The innovation is in the form 
of the building, which is that of a cross; in 
the stained-glass windows, representing our 
Lord’s birth, death, and resurrection, illumi- 
nated at night; im the altar and cross upon 
it; and in the chanted liturgy. The minister 
wears a gown and bands. His oratorical 
powers were splendidly exercised on the 
perpetuity of Christianity. All agree in 
this, but great diversity of opinion exists 
as to the choir-chanted liturgy; Protestants 


should imitate Rome in 
prayers. It is, however, an experimen 
several were very anxious on 
a large scale; those on a small one have 
hitherto failed in Paris. The trial will now 
be a fair oné, and on the moat favourable con- 
ditions, as made by a favourite and deservedly 
popular preacher. 
REVIVAL BLESSINGS. 
But now we turn to the hopeful side. The 
little cloud of blessing we described last 


receive the blessing alone; he spent half the 
night in walking to h 
half in walking 
Others came on 


ancy around. It is a few miles from Valence, 
in the Dréme. There is no little spiritual 
warmth and to revival in many 
districts of the Dréme, and of the Ardiéche 
and Haute Loire. Fifty-two pastors of 
various denominations, and from many parts 
of France, assembled ; hospitality was open- 
handed. Meetings were crowded, especially 
in the evening, when the church overflowed 
with 1,500. “These four days entirely de- 
voted to the study of the Bible, prayer, 
self-examination, and thanksgiving,” writes 
Matthieu Leliévre (in the Zvangéliste), “ will 
leave in our religious experience indelible 
traces. We declare, without exaggerating, 
that we never saw or experienced in our past 
life amything to be compared with what God 
wrought in these assemablies. We were not 
there to study sanctification, but to receive it; 
not to find an abstraction, but a living God. 
The Bible had its pre-eminent and right 
place. There was no light binding up of an 
unsearched wound. The Holy Spirit pro- 
duced humiliation in our hearts. Silent, 
quiet tears flowed at the feet of Jesus. Sins 
were confessed openly. Pastors humbled 
theniselves before their brethren, and one, in 
the name of others, made confession to God, 
and implored his grace. The secrets of 
many hearts were revealed. Scenes such as 
were probably witnessed in the upper room 
at Jerusalem took place. The breath of life 
was passing over souls, and giving them life. 
We have rarely seen meetings where such a 
spirit of prayer was poured forth, and times 
of silent prayer were peculiarly blessed. Be- 
foréthe close, many stood up to testify to the 
glorious change wrought in their experience.” 
“The Lord sent his Holy Spirit,” says Pastor 
Farjat; “not an influence, nor a measure of 
the Spirit, but Himself ; and He brought to 
our remembrance the things of Christ, and 
made to each one of us a personal application 


of them, giving us the principle of a new 
life—viz., ‘all from God, and all to God.” 


“ A capital and primary Bible truth, forgotten 
hitherto by most Christians,” says Pastor 
Brocher, “was brought vividly forward— 
namely, that holiness, as well as righteous-— 
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ing of God on evangelistic efforts, circulation 

of tracts and the Scriptures, added to, here 

and there, faithful pastoral ministration, is too 

ardent now to be satisfied with anything else 

; pped, each Would De Iree to carry on | than the living stream. | 

the work they are engaged in; but a mutual Montmeyran has for many years been a 

consent to act apart is farther off than ever, | privileged place, where the Gospel has been 

it would seem. The political press has given | in the National Church from time imme- 

its various versions of these divisions, greatly | morial, and a degree of life, which bas kept it 

| free from party spirit, has shed a little tadi- 
in general disapprove, and/Romanists come to 
hear the preacher, and think it strange he 
month is rapidly enlarging. ‘True warmth, 
light, and holiness are springing up in various 
places. The Montmeyran conferences were 
fraught with more blessedness than those of 
Paris; there was more preparedness of heart, 
more expectation, and more freedom from 
conventional restraint. Hundreds came from 
town and country, and received more than 
they came for. A young man is mentioned 

forty miles. The thirst excited by the blese 


the part of the Pope to accept Cardinal Ho- 
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ness, is obtained freely by faith in the Lord 
Jesus. We were witnesses not of meetings 
only, but of a work of God in the heart.” 
E journal has correspondence giving an 
of these Gaye, the dele 
of which Pastor Theodore Monod, who pre- 
sided, received imposition of hands fr the 
special work of an evangelist, which he has 
accepted from the Mission Intérieure. The | 
will of God having been clearly manifested, 
he had consented to relinquish his church in 
Paris to devote himself to itinerating. He | 
has alrealy received many calls from various 
churches to visit them. 

The return home of the pastors and others | 
whose spiritual life has been revived and 
energized, has been marked by most happy | 
results to their churches. Were it not too | 
sacred, I might make many of your readers’ 
hearts rejoice by details which have already | 
given joy in heaven. One of the Paris 
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brethren thus revived went to Geneva, and 
the result was two or three similar days with 
most blessed results. Private accounts show 


us Christians awakening in all parts. 


Surely the has heard the feeble cry 
and seen the of his children who wept 
and mourned France and Switzerland, 


and He is. mustering his army ready for the 
onset of the foe; for let none delude them- 
selves with the thought that days of peace 
and prosperity are at hand. The Lord is 
calling to his Bride to make herself roz‘y, to 
the wise virgins to trim their lampa, for 
days of darkness and trial draw nigh; but 
the Lord is at hand. 

The Week of Prayer for young men was 
kept in Paris ; meetings, morning and even- 
ing, were fairly attended. Results of con- 
version are hopefully rejoiced in, especially 
at the Theological Preparatory School at 
Batignolles, 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent .] 
——, Prussia, Dec. 19, 1874, 
THE MONTH. 

The last month bas been rich in political 
events; everything cunnected with the trial 
of Count Arnim has created immense interest, 
and the antagonism between Prince Bismarck 
and the Ultramontanes has found expres- 
sion in one of the most noisy sittings of our 
German Parliament. But nothing of import- 
ance has happened in the religious world. 
The excitement among the clergy about the 
new marriage ritual has not yet subsided, and 
a recent circular letter of the High Consistory 
will not effect much change. Threats of 
punishment are not the means to overcome 


opposition in spiritual matters. I shall re- 


vert to the question in my next letter; per- 
haps then the Synods will heve assembled. 
The Government has stated, in answer to a 
petition, that the preparations for this were 
going on, but that it had not been possible 
to complete them at that time. Now it is 
expected that the Synods will assemble in 
January. 

The German correspondent of the Guardian 
writes on the 12th ult. as follows:— 

“The Parliamentary week ended appro- 
priately last Saturday with another notable 
speech of the Chancellor's against the Papal 
power. The vote which has been 


henlohe as Ambassador, the post has not been 
filled—was this year withdrawn, and there- 
with the last political cord between Germany 
and the Curia is severed. It was evident, as 
a matter of common sense, that the vote must 
eventually be rescinded, yet none the less 
does its actual withdrawal appear to mark a 
complete estrangement between the two par- 
ties. As such, the Ultramontane deputies 
acknowledged it, and Dr. Windhorst warned 
the Reichstag that it was oe of the Titans 
against heaven which the German empire had 
undertaken. Bismarck then proceeded with 
what he~called his “ customary opcaness” to 
explain the reason of this change uf p2sition. 
Eighteen months ago he had said that the 
continuance of this vote would be as* the 
holding out of an olive-branch; but now 
times were changed, and if he adopted the 
same position, his motives would be mis- 
understood. There was no longer either 
confidence or hope in a renewal of peaceable 
relations, As a means of conciliation the 
maintenance of the vote was now valueless, 
for “so long as the head of the Catholic con-— 
fession puts forth claims and occupies a posi- 

tion which is absolutely irreconeilable with 
the administration of every well-ordered 
state, and every state that will submit itself 
to him is compelled to pass under a Caudine 
yoke, and to give up its own independence— 


regularly so long as the head of the Romish Churc 


taken in the Reichstag for the Embass at the | holds and : 


who are subjects of a state of the German 


empire in their rejection of the laws of their 
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country—yea, even demands this rejection 
from them on oath as a matter of duty,—so 
long is it the daty of the German empire 
not only not to acknowledge a power which 
puts forth such claims, but also not to expose 
herself even to the of wishing in 
the future to make this acknowledgment until 
such claims shall be in some way or other 
withdrawn—claims which are impossible of 
acceptance by every well-ordered State ays- 
tem.” In proof of the combative and aggres- 
sive spirit of the present Papal Government, 
the Chan-ellor quoted a saying of the Nuncio 
at Munich before the French war, Mgr. 
Meglia: “ We can no longer give admittance 
to accommodating principles; nothing can 
help us so much as revolution” The correct- 
ness of this assertion was afterwards vouched 
for by the Wurtemburg Minister, Baron von 
Varnbiibler, who added an amplification of 
this saying of Meglia’s: “The Catholic 
Church gets her rights only in America, to a 
certain degree in England and in Belgium ; 
revolution can alone help the Church.” 
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DEATH OF PROFESSOR TISCHENDORF. 

On the 7th ult. died Constan:ine von Tis- 
chendorf, Professor of Theology and of Bibli- 
cal Palmwography at the University of Leipsic. 
The great biblical scholar was born on Jan. 18, 
1815, and studied at Leipsic from 1834 to 
1838. Two years later, when he was practis- 
ing there as “docent,” the Saxon Govern- 
ment sent him out on a tour of investigation 
of biblical mss. and vss.; and Tischendorf 
visited France, England, Holland, Switzer- 
land, Egypt, the Holy Land, and the monas- 
teries of the Sinaitic peninsula. In 1849 
and in 1859 he visited the East again. On 
the latter occasion he was assisted by the 
Russian Government, and then he discovered 
the Coder Sinaiticus, which was published in 
1862 by Alexander 1. Tischendorf again 
visite! England in 1865, and Oxford and 
Cambridge gave him their honorary D.c.1. 
and LL.D. For some time past the great 
scholar has been ailing, and repeated attacks 
of paralysis made it evident that the end was 


not far off. 


BOHEMIA. 
FEMALE EDUCATION—CHRISTIAN TRAINING FOR TEACHERS. 


Our pages have frequently made mention 
of the two Bohemian girls alluded to in this 
letter of Pastor Wenzel Schubert's, subjoined. 
These two interesting young women consti- 
tute the very first Protestant native Bohe- 
mians educated as teachers in Bohemia itself. 
This letter of Pastor Schubert gives a grati- 
fying account of them; and his own letter is 
a striking specimen of progress, since a year 
or two ago he knew nothiny of the English 
language. -Wé print it without correction to 
show the exact fact :— 

_ Krabschitz, Nov. 5, 187 

My dear Sir,—I am very much obliged 
for your great kindness concerning many, 
many helps bestowed to my institution, and 
particularly that you have made possible the 
education of the both girls, Mary Nicek and 
Lidmila Medacek, I cannot express my 
hearty gratitude to you otherwise than in 


telliig you something about the both dear | Mary 


girls. Mary Nicek is placed as teacher in 
my institution, since this new course (since 
the 15th September) of it, and I have the 
great pleasure of being able to say that she is 
a very skilful and qualified teacher in gene- 
rally ; and, what is more worth, she is, by her 
Christian sense apd mind, a very good quali- 
fied teacher for my institution. I was in the 
greatest perplexity already. We have not 
only no Christian female teachers, but in 


generally we have none of them at all in our 
Bohemian Church. Last year I was obliged 
to teach myself. I am sure, my dear Sir, you 
would admit the impossibility of a good suc- 
cess in an institution of which the director is 
employed five or six hours daily with teach- 
ing, and two or three hours daily with cor- 
recting the lessons of the pupils. Both direc- 
‘tion and teaching were then to becozae very 
imperfect. And because I have besides very 
much to do with the preaching-stations, some- 
times I did not know what to do in the first 
place. Mary Nicek is a very saving fur me 
and fcr the institution, and it was the highest 
time that she may finish her studies. I can- 
not be thankful enough to you, dear Sir, for 
your kind interest in this my work. Lidmila 
Medacek is still at Prague. She is now in 
the seventh annual course of the sewinary. 
My hope of her is the same good one as of 


What I fear is, that one of the girls, or 
both, could marry. It is true it would be no 
ill-luck in generally. I wished, however, that 
all Bohemian husbands had such wives as the 
both girls are to become if married. I think 
also that if we could give or procure such 
wives to a deal of the Bohemian bride- 
it would be the most influential and 


success(ul evangelization. But at present, as 


to my institution and as to the work which I 
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at, it should be a great calamity. | opening the seminary. This must have four 
in want of good Christian female annual courses, but there is a possibility also 
cannot lay stress enough upon to have two only. In such a case the pupils 
we have no Christian | who intend to become teachers must be two 
years in every annual course. Thus, the both 
girls are a good help to make the seminary 
easily possible. Therefore, I expect hopefully 
ary, ort of which are hoped to | to be soon able to erect it. . 
come good Christian female teachers. Without Dear Sir, you have been so kind to help 
such an establishment, my institution were to me till now, and so make possible the educa- 
die of a phthisis of want of its own labourers. | tion of the both girls. I am very obliged to 
This is the first which I am aiming at. With | you. God bless you! Your great kindness 
all this, however, I do not say that the future | makes me so bold to tell you also about the 
seminary should educate teachers only. We | expenses of the girls. I received for the last 
need the other labourers—for example, Bible- | year 20/7. from you and 10/. from the com- 
women, etc, and well-educated females in| mittee at Edinburgh; but the expenses 
generally, for families and for several kinds of |amounted 502 The school year begins 
the evangelization work, as much as the always on the Ist October, and finishes on 
teachers. I would signify the first and the the 31st July. Till this day I paid the 500. 
most wanted intention only, which is, as to for the both girls. Since the Ist October is 
the female labourers, to be realized at first, Lidmila Medacek at Prague anew. The ex- 
and without which we meet with hindrances penses for her, during this school year, shall 
in ont Bohemian evangelization work that amount 25/. surely. I was obliged to give 
would be almost impossible to be removed. 120 fl. to her instantly. Therefore I am in a 

According to our Austrian laws, Mary | great want of money. I entreat you, my 
Nicek, having finished her studies, must have | dear Sir, for not being displeased when I re- 
a@ practice as a practical teacher fortwo years, | quest you very much to be so kind and to 
and then she shall be admitted to an exami-| help me again. 
nation of seminary-teachers. Lidmila Me-| Hoping that you will surely understand 
dacek will make the first examination, which | what I would like you to know, though my 
Mary Nicek passed already, the next year in | English may be very insufficient to express 
Jaly ; and then she must be, like Mary Nicek, | the feelings of my very heart, I ask the bless- 
a practical teacher for two years, to become |ing of our Lord on you, and am, with my 
admitable to the same examination of semi- best regards, very truly yours, 
nary-teachers. In the meantime, I would Scuveerr. 
like to make all necessary preparations for| Rev. Dr. Blackwood, 


AMERICA. 
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


The Convention of the Protestant Epis-| manner could not turn the opinion of the 
copal Church, at its recent meeting, occupied | House, and the canon was passed by an over- 
three weeks in exciting discussions upon sub- | whelming majority. Possibly this expres- 
jects of vital interest to that communion. | sion of the House may have given encou- 
The New York correspondent of the Guardian | ragement to the extreme Evangelicals, 
writes : “ Fight days of the time were occupied | who were about to make an onslaught on 
with the case of Dr. Seymour, and a good|the Baptismal Service; if so, they were 
deal of the rest of the time was taken up |doomed to disappointment, and Dr. Vinton 
with the discussion of the canons on ritual, | and his’friends were shown as clearly as Dr. 
the hymnal, and baptismal regeneration. The | De Koven and his party, that the House was 
subject of Ritualism was long and ably dis-| no more prepared to sanction ecclesiastical 
cussed, and with more moderation than might | sins of omission than sins of commission. - 
have been expected. The speech of Dr. De | The proposals of Dr. Vinton’s party were to 
Koven (almost the sole representative of the | permit any minister who might have con- 
Ritualists at the Convention) was admitted by'| scientious scruples to leave out ‘the two 
all, even among the most severe of his oppo-| prayers after the baptism of the child in 
nents, to be the most masterly piece of elo-| which the word ‘ regenerate’ occurs, and to 
quence delivered during the session ; but all | substitute for them the Collect for Easter 


FE 


_. the learned doctor's eloquence and impressive | Even. Some sharp speaking followed, and 
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_ believe, or if complaint 


_ number of hymns by American authors, there 


following canon, after making two alterations, 
as stated below, and with these alterations the 
canon was finally passed. Clerical ayes, 35 ; 


ring)—That the following additional section 
be added to Canon 20, Title L, ‘Of the Use 
of the Book of Common Prayer’ :— 

“Sec. 2.[1.] If any Bishop have reason to 
bé made to him in 
writing by two or more of his presbyters, that 
ceremonies or during the celebration 
of the Holy Communion, not ordained or 
authorized in the Book of Common Prayer, 
and setting forth or symbolizing erroneous or 
a parish within his jurisdiction—(and, 
amples, the ant to 
sidered as sach : 

“a. The use of incense;*> 

“b. The placing, or carrying, or retaining 
a crucifix in any part of the place of public 
worship ;* 

“¢. The elevation of the elements in the 


- Holy Communion in such manner as to ex- 


pose them to the view of people as objects 
towards which adoration is to be made; 

“d. Any act of or wloration of or towards 
the elements in the Holy Communion, such 
as bowings, prostrations, genuflexions [* and 
all other doubtful ” inserted by the 
House of Bishops], not authorized or allowed 
by the rubrics of the Book of Common 
Prayer),—it shall be the duty of such Bishop 
to summon the ing committee as his 
council of advice, and with them to investi- 
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“[2.) If, after investigation, it shall appear 
to the Bishop and the standing committee 
that erroneous or doubtful doctrines have in - 
fact been set forth or symbolized by cere- 
as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the 
Bishop, by instrument of writing, under his 
hand, to almonish the minister of the parish 
to discontinue such practices or ceremonies ; 
and if the minister shall disregamt such ad- 
monition, it shail be the daty of the standing 
committee to cause him to be tried for a 
breach of his ordination vow. Provided that 
presentment, trial, and punishment of any 
minister under the provisions of Section 1 of 
Canon 2, Title IL, of the Digest. 

“[3.] Im all the investigations under the 
provisions of this canon, the minister whose 
acts or practices are the subject-matter of the 
investigation shall be notified.” 

The debate which preceded the adoption of 
this canon was opened by the Rev. Dr. Fulton, 
of Alabama, who introduced it to the Con- 


vention. He adverted to the deep-seated feel- 


ing of uneasiness in the Church, and re- 
marked that its source lay in less than a dozen 
churehes, called Ritualistic. He went on to 
say that matters of mere taste were not the 
cause of the excitement. It was said that 
ritual practices which had been introduced 
had a doctrinal purport, and so far from that 
being denied on the part of those who had 
carried on certain ritual practices, it has been 
openly proclaimed, and indeed has been made 
their only excuse for disturbing the peace and 
quiet of the Church by the introduction of 
such practices. “There is something touch- 
ing the doctrinal character of ritwilistic ob- 
servances that touches the very roots of our 
manhood. It is this, that while no man vill 
object to a priest of this Church, within the 
lawful limits of doctrinal freedom, preaching 
what he believes to be the truths of God, yet 
we do want him to preach it in words; we 
waut him to stand upon his feet, as has been 
nobly done to the knowleige of this body, 
and to say what he believes; not to make 
women and children believe it without ever 
having heard anything said. That is the 
thing that really, I think, has troubled our 
Church people most, that their doctrine has 
been in danger of being invaded by indirec- 
tion, and that, too, by men who would shrink 
from open expression of that which they were 
thus seeking to teach.” 


| 


j 


1, 1878.) 
Dr. Falton, the delegate for Alabama, and 
one of the ablest amongst the speakers, in a 
very few words lashed the advocates of be 
measure severely, and said they were welcome 
to join Bishop Cummin’s party if they | 
thought fit. The resolution was finally de- 
feated by an overwhelming majority. The 
revised hymnal was, after a good deal of 
severe criticism, adopted es the only —s 
rized hymn-book to be used in the churcheé. 
Dr. De Koven complained of the small ° 
only being twenty-two out of about 500.” 
The case of the Rev. Dr. Seymour, mentioned | 
above, had reference to the confirmation by 
the Church, assembled in Convention, of that | 
gentleman's election to the office of Bishop | 
by the diocese of Illinois. The vote anf 
taken by dioceses, and on the ground of his | 
leaning towards Ritualism he was rejected. 
The House of Bishops concurred in the 
nays, 2. Lay ayes, 28; nay, 1 :— | 
“Resolved (the House of Bishops concur- 
4 | 
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t NOTES OF THE REVIVAL IN DUBLIN. | aide galleries, form ia their junction « right 
if The two or three last days spent in Dublin | angle. In this right angle the platform was 
8 by Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey were of sar- erected, and thus the speakers could com- 
th passing interest. They were felt by thousands | mand both balls. These magnificent halls, 
lilt = to be days of wonderful power, and there is with their splendid galleries, are said to hold 
is reason to hope that they will be productive of | about 20,000 people, and at most of the 
li. much permanent good. services they were more or 

7) Ue Before the visit of these honoured men to | while at some many were unable to 
| { Dublin, a committee was formed to arrange | admittance. 

| , for the services and. superintend the proceed-| The services began on Tuesday at 
iia ings. This committee was composed of | o'clock, with a general prayer-meeting; Mr. 
iy ministers and members of all Evangelical de- Moody presiding over the meetjpg, and Mr. 
| nominations ; and the members of this com- | Sankey over the singing. After the prayer- 

. mittee worked nobly, and assisted Mr. Moody | meeting, other subjects were taken up in 
ae and Mr. Sankey with untiring energy during | order, a certain time being allotted to each. 
ig the whole time of their stay. One of the most important of the subjects 

; As week after week passed away, the good discussed was the question, “ How to reach the 
) Vif work eeemed to progress with even increasing | masses.” The addresses given in reference 
igs interest and power. Many flocked to the | to this question were admirable. Ministers 
lm meeting from various parts of the land far | of the Disestablished and other churches con- 

t | distant from Dublin. Perhaps it was this | tended most earnestly that Christian workers . 
Uae circumstance that first suggested the thought should themselves enjoy the pardon of sin, a 

as that if the ministers of the several churches | the love of God in the heart, and even the 2 
nm throaghout Ireland could be brought to | higher baptism of the Holy Spirit. All the 

Dublin to witness and participate in these | speakers, of whetever church, most earnestly 

ey times of refreshing, they might carry back | sought to impress this upon the audienceas- ~ Hy 
the holy fire and the spirit of revival to their | a fundamental truth, that to work for God 

several spheres of labour. Accordingly, the | there must be the enjoyment of personal reli- 
committee drew up and despatched a circular | gion and the qualifying baptism of the Divine 
| to all the ministers of all the Evangelical Spirit. 
Py |e Churches in the land, inviting them to Dublin.| Another thing ‘regarded as requisite in 

| At the same time the Christian people of the | order to reach the masses was, that the 
iy ig city and suburbs, with something of the spirit churches should seek to attain unto a higher 
7a of apostolic times, threw open their houses | and holier life’ It was argued that as the 

. for the accommodation of the ministers in- | Church is Christ’s mystical body, it was his 

vited, never once asking to what branch of | visible representative upon earth, and if it 

| ; , the Church they might belong. failed to represent correctly Christ’s character 

a Some 800 ministers connected with, and | before men, it must fail to do his work. 

| | in some measure representing, the several | Hence it was urged that efforts should be 

| : Protestant churches of Ireland, responded to | made to revive and develop spiritual life in 

the invitation of the committee. For the | the churches,’ that, like Christ, they might | 

| most part, they arrivel in Dublin on Mon-| attract men, and rescue them from sin and 
day, November 23, in order to be in readi- | death, 

. ness for the services of the following day.| It was further maintained that, to reach 
On the following day (Tuesday), the ser-| the masses, a lay agency should be more ex- 
vices commenced at ten o'clock. It was a! tensively employed. The youth particularly, 
“ae very happy thing, and to many a very affect- | of both sexes, should be encouraged to work 
ae ing thing, to witness so many ministers of all | for Christ in the ardour of their first love. 
fk ages and of all churches take the seats re- It was stated, and stated truly, that those set 
ii served for them, and sit side by side without | apart to the work of the ministry had com- 
distinction for more than six hours, and | paratively little opportunity of mixing with 
ig Jwanifest deep and untiring interest in the| the masses of the people, while the lay 
of the day. members of the church, in their daily life, 
at The two-immense halls on the ground-| were brought into continual contact with the 
fk) > ee oe ee Palace, with their' masses; and it was for them to witness for 


|| 


divine blessing would be richly vouchsafed, 


attended the services held during the day, 


and the Spirit of revival poured out. but at the closing service in the evening the 


It was inguired how it was that so many 
evangelical and powerful sermons, preached 
in the different churches every EER, | 
The reply given 


produced so little fruit. 
was, that such sermons had not been followed 
up by inquiry meetings. This view was sus- 
tained by Mr. Moody, who compared ministers 
of the Gospel who had no inquiry meetings to 
medical men who never went to see their 
patients, but who wrote out their prescrip- 
sions in their studies, and never made any 
inquiry with reference to the effect produced ; 
and he maintained that as such doctors would 
not satisfy men with reference to the ills of 
the body, neither would such ministers eatisfy 
men with regard to the much more dangerous 
diseases of the soul. S 

In the evening the meeting was especially 
designed for anxious inquirers, but, as others 
were admitted as well, the building was 
densely crowded. Mr. Moody presided, and 
ministers of the different denominations were 
asked to address the anxious ones and ex- 


plain to them the way of salvation. At the | go 


close of several addresses Mr. Moody spoke a 
_ few words for the purpose of illustrating faith. 
At the conclusion of his remarks, he asked if 
there was any one present willing then to re- 
ceive Christ. A voice, far down in the hall, 
replied “ Yes.” Mr. Moody returned thanks 
to God that there was one soul willing to re- 
ceive Christ, but again asked, “ Was there 
only one among the many thousands present 
willing to receive the Saviour?” To this 


Then Mr. Moody 


crowds were almost overwhelming, and many 
could not gain admittance. At intervals 
during the day Mr. Moody delivered two 
powerful addresses, and Mr. Sankey sang 
several of his wondrous solos. The solo of 
the “ Lost'Sheep” seemed to excite the most 
stoical, and many could not control their 


themselves. We understand that about 2,000 
such tickets were distributed. The anxious 
inquirers asked the favour of sitting with the 
young converts, which was granted. At the 
close of Mr. Moody's address, when he came 


Mr, Moody and Mr. Sankey wherever they 


sent with sin 
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Christ, and to let their light so shine a to . 
reach those now in darkness. This was felt 
to be a thing of the first importance, and 
that the unfaithfulness of many professing 
membership in our churches has been a 
primary cause of our partial failure in the 
past. 

Among the other things mentioned a 
means of reaching the masses, emphasis was 
It was recommended that in every town and 
village throughout Ireland united prayer- | the choir sang a hymn while the vast audience 
meetings should be established, at which | retired, but the inquiry meeting continued 
ministers of the different denominations | upwards of an hour, during which many ob- 
should appear on terms of equality and take | tained peace. 

a part. It was considered that such prayer-/ When it became known that Wednesday 
meetings would have a most beneficial effect would be the last day of Mr. Moody’s and 
upon the ministers themselves, as well as Mr. Sankey’s stay in Dublin, there was great 
upon their churches and the world outside, excitement, and many were anxious to attend 
and that in answer to such united prayers the their closing services. Hence vast numbers 
emotion. As he sang, aged ministers were 
seen with their hands clasped and tears 
| streaming down their faces. 
| Im the evening Mr. Moody addressed him- 
self particularly to young converts, who were 
admitted by ticket to a place reserved for 
to bid farewell, he became deeply affected, 
and a feeling of the most intense emotion 
thrilled the vast audience; and many a 
one breathed forth the prayer, “ God bless 
It was arranged that a conference of minis- 
ters should be held on Thursday morning. 
This conference was largely attended by 
ministers of all denominations, there being 
some 800 present. The Rev. Mr. Windle, 
a minister of the Disestablished Church, pre- 
sided over this deeply interesting conference 
with marked ability. It was open to any 
minister present to address the conference for 
ten minutes. Many availed themselves of 
appeal many v responded, “I| the privilege, and all the addresses were 
will.” 4 Fe marked by the greatest catholicity of feeling 
and brotherly love. In the addresses there 


“terms, The movement, he says, has been 


~ was nothing sensational, though much that 


- gemmunion, and one hundred young converts 


. young converts (the rest of the members 
_ that fixed my choice !’—and when the last 
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s special prominence given to two things— | 
wemely, thet the 


t he higher life of holiness or sanctification, 
a nda special baptism of the Spirit for their 
w ork, and should also cultivate relations of 
friendship and brotherly love with minis- | 
ters of other denominations. If the 800 


bright as while present in that conference. 
At the close, it was arran that there 
should be an annual meeting or conference of 
a similar kind. 

We are indebted for the above to the cor- 


respondence of the Watchman. The Dublin i 


correspondent of the 7imes, in a lengthy notice 
of the labours of Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
in Ireland, speaks of their work in the highest 


the most remarkable ever witnessed in Ire- 
land. “ There have been at various times so- 
called ‘revivals, which have cast a flood of 
devotional feeling over the country, but their 
influence was only transient—they left but 
little trace of any permament effect. This 
new mission has been of a character essentially 
different, and seemed to possess elements of 
vitality which were wanting in others, There 


was novel and attractive in the nature of the 
services and the mode of conducting them.” 
REVIVAL IN BELFAST. 

The Rev. John White, pastor of the First 
Congregational Church, Belfast, writes to the 
Secretary of the Irish Evangelical Society : 
“Last Sunday, December 6, we held our 


sat down for the first time to profess their 
faith in Christ. They were arranged in three 
rows round the pulpit, the old members sur- 
rounding them. ,The lower part of the 
church was crowded. Many parents wept 
tears of joy to see their children folded, I 
shall never forget that moment when these 


sitting) stood up and sang, ‘Oh, happy day 


verse of that beautiful hymn was finished, the 
_ whole congregation started to their feet and 
sang together, ‘ Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow.’ It was really overwhelming. 
We have no excitement, but deep and awful 
solemnity, Togive you an idea of the work, 
on last Saturday evening we had about 300 


who met for praise and prayer, Several 


of the Irish 
Evangelical Society adds: “A similarly 
blessed work is going on in the church under 


in 
Congregational Church, Belfast, in Newry, 
in Carrickfergus, in Donaghmore, the Lord is 


After visiting Scotland and Dublin, and 


leaving « blessing behind them, Messrs. . 


efforts to win souls for the Saviour, and in» 


gathering the harvest which follows so closely 


— 


| 2 
| i. stood up to give God thanks for their own 
salvation and that of their friends. One 
an young man stated that since he was con- 
lim. verted, his aged father, his mother, his sister, - 
hm his brother-in-law, had all been brought to 
in Christ. A young woman, a Roman Catholic, — 
came to me and said she had been saved from 
Ti. ministers present would cherish anc mB double darkness—the darkness of Romanism | 
, the spirit of love and consecration pervading | and the darkness of sin. When the meeting 
| { that meeting in their several spheres of | was dismissed, about twenty remained deeply 
to lab our, great and blessed results must follow. | anxious about salvation. Whole families are 
‘8 We are free to confess that our hopes for saved, and still the work is increasing in 
the evangelization of Ireland were never so| power. The liberality of the people is en- 
larging. After meeting all demands, we find 
if at the end of our year that our treasurer has 
upwards of 100/. in hand to begin our new 
cause. I am delighted to say that God is 
| greatly blessing all the Protestant churches 
Belfast. There is spirit of brotherhood 
and union among the ministers and people of 
: different denominations I have never wit- 
messed before. We all rejoice in each other's 
ig | prosperity, and all are reaping rich harvest 
‘the pastoral care of the Rev. Robert Sewell, 
é | Londonderry. Some sixteen members were 
| added to that church, if I mistake not, in 
| November, and on Sunday iast thirty-five 
more, From other churches tidings of 
similar gladness are being weekly received. 
| 
| doing wonceriul things, in reviving Deleve: 
in converting sinners.” 
ee | MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY IN 
| | MANCHESTER. 
| | Moody and Sankey have returned to England, 
_and are now engaged in evangelistic work at 
; | Manchester. The work promises to be another 
| | proof that the Gospel they preach is the 
1 power of God unto salvation. Already the 
| outside -multitudes inquire, “ What meaneth 
) this?” Hundreds who throng the largest 
|“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
| And Christians of every name and denomi- 
nation are being drawn nearer together, and 
| made one in Christ Jesus, by their united 
. upon the seed-sowing of the two brethren — 
| The speciality of their work apparently is 
the quickening of the-spiritual life of pro 


never heard the Gospel save from their lips. 
Their arrangements suggest that the work we 
have described is what they aim to do. 
Before us is the programme for the present 
week. On Sunday morning at eiglit o’clock 
they met Christian workers in the Free 
Trade Hall, and such was the anxiety to be 
present that some were in their seats by 
twenty minutes past six. In the same place 
at three o'clock a public service was held, 


past seven there is an 
the Free Trade Hall. On Saturday there 
will be a meeting for parents and children in 
the Free Trade Hall. Last week there was 
a service for women only in Mr, Maclaren’s 
large chapel, and we understand that the 
series of services was pre-eminently impres- 
sive and usefal. In addition to this, Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey visit no town but by in- 
vitation of the pastors. Among those who 


J 


4 


oratory of the 


is of fine and rare quality, but that which 
imparts power to the singing is the inspira- 
tion of true sentiment. The song expresses 
the soul of the singer. As he pours out the 
emotions of his heart, he touches chords in 
other hearts, and the melody awakens senti- 
ments in the hearers which correspond to his 
sentiments. In brief, Messrs. Moody and 


were heralded by innumerable prayers. 
inthe city only, but in all the towns and regions 
round about, Christians for many weeks have 


may awaken Zion, and bring the sinners in 

Zion to the mercy-seat. Messrs. Moody and 

Sankey might say, in the words of the Apostle 

Paul, to the Christians of Manchester,“ Ye also 

he!ping together by’prayer for us, that for the 
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fessed disciples and the leading to decision for a soul from death. Our readers will see 
Christ of those who have long listened to | from this glance at the programme of the 
“the joyfal sound” without accepting the | work done by Mr. Moody and his companion, 
offer of salvation. So far as we have | that they seek to revive Christians, and to 

to ascertain, they do not, except in | lead to decision for Christ such as have been 
| axe classes which are alien- | hearers, but not doers, of the Word. 
church and chapel and newer enter | The secret of the success of their work is 
ip. Messrs. Moody and | not far to seek. Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
: ae :. Gospel net, and doubt- | are not sensationalista, Those who go to 
all kinds; but they draw their mectings expecting stirring addresses, 
rhetorical appeals, and strained exhortations, 
are disappointed. Mr, Moody talks sensibly 
and quietly, He is not “an eloquent orator,” 
ora learned expositor, but a man of average 
ability, earnestly intent on making known the 
, Gospel of salvation, and whose whole soul is 
in his work. His zeal is regulated by know- 
ledge, and he never permits his feelings to 
carry him in directions which his native 
common sense would condemn. The word is 
left to produce its own effect, being neither 
helped (who can help “the word”) nor 
| hindered (this is the peculiarity) by the 
sspeaker. Mr. Sankey sings 
and the Gospel preached by Mr. M | the Gospel. Why not? It seems to be 
sung by Mr. Sankey. On every vy natural to sing “ glad tidings of great joy.” 
week except Saturday there is a praye And Mr. Sankey sings with the heart rather 
ing at noon. Last week it was attended by | than with the skill of an artist. His voice 
thousands, and was the means of quickening 
their religious life. In the evening at half- | 
| 
Sankey use speech and song to tell what they 
want to tell; and so, without intending to be 
artistic, they are proficient in the art of speech 
and song. The instruments employed by 
are associated with them in Manchester we | God are fitted for the work they do. But “ the 
note Mr. Maclaren, Mr. Macfadyen (Congre- | excellency of the power” is “of God,” and 
gationalist), Mr. Murray (Presbyterian), and | not of them. The Manchester meetings 
the Wesleyan ministers, all of whom are 
representative men. Nor does Mr. Moody 
isolate himself in the interview with in- 
quirers. He seeks the aid of ministers, and | soug é divine , 
sionaries open their commission under more 
favourable conditions. The prayers of the 
faithful had gone before them, and prayers 
are being offered. Daily and hourly thou- 
sands of believers present petitions to God 
that these Manchester meetings and services 


} 
a 


> 
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in New York for the relief of different phases | jects of her bounty. She was a y 
of distress among the poor and deserving of | gifted woman, and presided with much ability 
her own sex. She not only endowed them | every winter in New York over a religious 
with adequate means of maintenance, but, | assembly that she had organized. The chapel 
abandoning the ordinary enjoyments of a high | where it met was crowded every week with 
social position, she devoted all her attention | many of the most fashionable of her friends, 


the recent sun:mer, owing to the failure of Mrs. Bruce's health, 
pelled to take refuge from the heat of Julfa in the hill country. He selected a 
Charmahal, called Siruk. It may be 
of missionary life in the hills of Persa:— ~~ 

“ June 26.—Were most hospitably received by Mohammed Hussan Khan, nephew of 
friénd of Siruk. As head of the family and richer than his uncle, he took us in. 


ts 


the women of the family crept out of their prison to see her ; and my host, a most good- 
natured fellow, could hardly contain himself at seeing a number of women, though closely 


in the upper storey, and quite a crowd collected on the opposite side to see the wonder of a 
man who had any claim to respectability dining with his wife... . Our summer retreat 
does nct-resemble Brighton or Scarborough in the least, It is a long barn of mud walls 
raised on the top of stables, divided into five black dens yclept ‘rooms,’ each with a shaky 
door, and no windows—the best set apart for saloon and bed-room, of mud walls, and 
roofs of boughs of tres thichly painted with soct, for there is no chimney. A. Persian 
Village is a square mass of mud walls, with flat roofs, over which the villagers walk from one 
house to another, sending down showers of mud and soot on everything which the room 
contains. A lopg verandah fortunately runs along in front of this charming suite of, apart- 


} | 


Her skilful administration of these various | homilies. In prayer, especially, she was most 
charities enabled her to effect an immense | impressive. The earnest tones of her musical 
amount of good ; but her admirable example of | voice, her deep convictions, “the touching 
self-sacrifice, her gentlé demeanour, and her | beauty of her pious invocations, subdued every 
pinty exerted mont in-| bearer, and wat hone pay 
fluence over the destiny of the numerous ob- 

PERSIA, 

The Rev. Robert Brace mentions a remarkable instance of the intolerance of the 
Mohammedan priesthood wanifested towards agents of the American mission. Two had 
been sent to Yer! as Bible colporteurs and preachers. One was an Armenian convert, 
the other a Nestorian. In Yesd, as we learn from Sir Frederick Goldamid’s “Telegraph 
and Travel ”"—a very interesting book—there are probably 40,000 inhabitants, of whom, | 
perhaps, one-eighth may be Parsees and non-Mohammedans. In it there are about fifty 
mosques. From this place the brethren had to fly by night, in danger of their lives. From 
another source we hear of a religious persecution which broke out at Tabriz, where « 
Mohammedan convert was bastinadoed by order of the Persian governor until his flesh 
made, by order 
colporteur in 
reason to believe that there is a disintegration of Pe 
being numbers who do not admit the authority 
Chelmieu is just three miles distant from Chumisman, where we were entertained in a similar 
manner last year by Haji Baba. My wife had a small, comfortable upstairs room to herself | 
in the men’s court, while I — the large room downstairs, After breakfast, some of 
veiled, presuming to craw! along the front of the upper storey men’s court, on their 
way to my wife's room, They were his own wife and sister-in-law and cousins, but he told 
me he did not think women’s feet had ever trodden that court before. At duak they took 
my wife wp to sit with them on the roof, and told her they would not dare to sit there if 
she was not with them. 7 we took our dinner together under an open balcony, 


- 


& 


— 
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ments, erected on rough mod pillars, with lots of birds’-nests over head, and innumerable 


’ fleas under foot. I am by nature sour,—the fleas do not like me, and I do nc like them, 


Jebusite.”—Church Missionary Intelligencer. 


INDIA. 

The Rev. Dr. Sargeant, writing from Courtallam, gives a deeply interesting narrative of 
the conversion of a Hindu gentleman in Tinnevelly, who, some six or seven years ago, vehe- 
mently protested against Dr. Sergeant receiving his son (Ramasawmy Pillay) and baptizing 
him. “ Imagine my surprise,” says Dr. S., “to see the same man come to me the other day, 


- and apply for baptism! His account of the case is this: He eays he had occasion to go to 


the house of one of our converts in Palamcotta, Sathinayagam Pillay, whose wife read a few 
verses of the Bible to him, and this was on two or three occasions. This some- 
what softened his mind in regard to Christianity. A short time after, he went to Tuticorin 
to get his con Ramasawmy to sign a document in reference to the sale of some land. With- 
out this necessity he never would have entered his house, as all friendly intercourse between 
father and son had ceased from the day of his baptism. The son delayed signing the docu- 
ment, and so detained his father, who daily seeing his son read the Bible and have family 
prayer in his house, observed that the course his son had adopted was a very different thing 
from what he had expected. He seems to have supposed that Christianity was simply a 
licence to eat and drink things prohibited by Hinduism and caste—a liberty, in short, to do 
as he pleased, containing no element of piety or devotion, or private moral rectitude. His 
surprise was greatly excited, and he determined to observe everything minutely. It ended 
in his conviction thet Christianity Was a matter of the heart and of the life—that it induced 
& man to act as under the eye of an ever-present God. He was resolved to read for himself 
the book that had wrought such wonders ; and, now convinced of his need of a Saviour, he 
accepted Jesus Christ as the source of all spiritual good, and applied to me for baptism. . . . : 
My story is not yet ended. You remember my narrating that, on one of my visits to native 
Christian houses before I went home, I came upon one where, the father being from home, 
the mother got the daughter to read a chapter from the Bible to her and her other daughter. 
Well, this is the woman who first read the Bible to this old man, and it was this 


that first arrested his attention. Bear in mind the fact that the first thing that drew 


Ramasawmy Pillay’s attention towards Christianity was the English Bible, which his then 
heathen father bought in Palamcotta Bazaar,and brought home for his son to read and learn 
English by. The father had no notion what the book was, only it looked a nice lange book 
for the small price put upon it, and so he took the treasure home, In each case we see the 
power of the same Word. The English Bible read by the student with the view to his im- 
provement in English, and the Tamil Bible read by a native Christian woman incidentally, 
have proved alike to father and to son the power of God to their salvation. Other members 
of the family are exceedingly opposed to the step which the old man has taken.” 

The Calcutta correspondent of the Times gives the following account of the work of 
the Rev. George Kerry and his wife :—This concluding notice, perhaps the most suggestive 
and instructive I have made this week, was to a mission-house and schools under the Rev. 
George Kerry and Mrs. Kerry, and I think that I have been able to.view the educational 
system in all its phases and characteristics, The mission-house is a fine building, but in 
the very heart of a dense native community. Mr. Kerry has 250 boys, day scholars ; Mrs. 
Kerry 50 girls, boarders, varying in age from five years to fifteen ; in this case all children 


of Christian parents. (fae ond: Cartesian. the morn- 


J 
} 


a 
| 
ig 
: | so we are quits ; but my wife and are 
My wife is fond of wild sports, and always devotes half an hour to this amusement at night, 
| and is successful enough to capture nearly twenty-five head of game every night, and about 
| fifteen more by day ; still they do not decréase. We both have fortunately brought new 
bedsteads with us, but the poor servants have to sleep on the ground, separated from us by 
a curtain ; and we hear one and another, from time to time during the night, start to his ? 
feet, and in a frenzy dash his clothes about in the hopes of frightening his tormentors away, 
| and then compose himself again to be—eaten. With these charms, our lodgings have what 
ure not drawbacks. They look out on a lovely green plain, backed by noble mountains, 
: with snow on them, on the right hand, skirted by a beautiful grove of poplars, with & nice 
stream flowing through it, and on the left by a fine green threshing-floor, which presents a 
. most lively aspect all day ; some twenty pairs of little oxen all day treading out the corn, 
. as David found them, some 3,000 years ago, doing in the threshing-floor of Araunah the 
| 
| 


evening, they hear the same verses read in Bengalee, with short prayer, in each case, asking 
God's blessing on their parents and themselves, as well as upon all 


the very heart of the native town, doing work which would astonish some English people if 
they saw it; but Mrs. Kerry adds not a penny to the household purse, though she is working 
at her school, in one way or another, from six o'clock in the morning till nightfall. This 
fact came out by mere accident. I had chanced to say, “ The income is small, taking your 


of the poor people and that something else higher than all. There is sacrifice, then, even 
yet in a missionary’s life. Let me finish with Mr, Kerry’s big school by saying that in 
course of a long supervision of ten years the missionary never yet struck a boy. And th 


seldom 

genial, merry-hearted boarders, from whom I was separated by a tank about sixty feet wide. 
It was evening, and the sky was sultry to an extreme. Presently the rain fell in a heavy 
tting outside their house at their evening meal, chattering, 
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and hear a portion of the Holy Scriptures read in and, before leaving in the 
are some some uj; dul with one single 
exception—a young fellow whom I felt greatly inclined to “ bundle out of doors”—all 
were in appearance reverential during prayer. On mentioning this to Mr. Kerry, he said, 
“ Yes, and do you know it is in many cases real? They believe that they may get some 
good somehow from the worship of our God.” The missionary has a school which many 
an English schoolmaster would envy him, and six separate class-rooms, which I fancy many 
an English schoolmaster would envy still more. The lads are educated up to the entrance 
examination of the Calcutta University. The fees range from 6d. to 2s. a-month. The | 
school has no Government grant, and only receives 150/. from the mission. I do not know 
whether your readers generally are aware that while a missionary, if he goes through a 
certain routine of duty, is paid so much a year, if he finds a wife who can do twice as much 
work of a certain class as himself, he receives no more. Here are these two missionaries, in 
head of a girl of fourteen, it woald be an unpardonable insult. The dress is scanty, showing 
every movement of the body; but no liberty, even in appearance, can be taken with a 
respectable native girl. It is all very well to talk about an Englishman’s house being his 
castle, but a Hindu girl’s chair, however humble it may be, is her castle too, and a castle | 
so guarded that it cannot be even approached without danger. You may see a little group | 
of, say, five girls around one pan of rice, dipping in their right-hand fingers—never the 
left—jn the place of knives and forks, but rarely, indeed, do you hear a word of dispute 
or anger. Their temper seems to be imperturbable. They smile, and laugh, and talk, but 
torrents. At first they ran out and held up their faces ; then one cowered, shivering, and 
ran into the house, and then another, till in a short five minutes all were gone. I had seen 7 
them in the morning, and had heard them singing their beautiful, simple hymns, now in 
English, now in Bengalee—beautiful, indeed, both to eye and ear; but these young girls 
never seem so pretty as when at play. Do not misunderstand me; they never romp. An 
Indian girl rolling down a grassy slope, I suppose, was never heard of from the days of the 
great Ram to this day. Their play, for the main part, is talk, or laughter or singing, and 
Mrs. Kerry gives them short hymns which tell of that great event which, enacted eighteen 
centuries away in the dark past, still moves the best feelings and impulses of the most 
civilized of existing races. They sing even when alone—and there is no hypocrisy in the 
matter, for such independent little jades I never saw anywhere—of “the Good Shepherd ; 
who gave his life for his sheep.” They begin school at six in the morning, and leave for 
| an hour or so, after reading the Bible and singing and praying at ten; and they do sing 
with a will, and in some cases with rare sweetness. I was surprised at their reading, verse 
by verse, of the Scriptures, in the Bengalee vernacular. The good missionary and his wife 
had few words to correct, though they had to correct one now and then ; and how “nicely ” 


prepare the way for the eventual spread of Christianity among them. 
og and a favourable impression generally, I have seen no result. 


medicine 
the 


~ 


* Cursed J” 


‘the pupil has been destroyed.’ ‘ Patricide/’ roared the husband ; ‘so it 


applied. He passed a restless night with pain in the eye, and, on getting up im 
morning, asked his wife to examine it and see what was the matter with it. 


rage and fear, believing all the stories told'of our 
due course, the pupil again con 


least i 


taining the 


cutting out eyes, cte., to be true, till in 


tracting, he saw as before, and found his eye cured. Such at 


along he begged more 


etc., and is now my firm friend.” 


process by which Mongolia is being swallowed up by China 


the north. 


, would we not do better |to leave Mon- 
effort to some other place and people for 
y such provision made? Humanly speaking, 


and even though Russia delays, when she does come, we 


says: “Seeing that the course of events 


H 


is the story current in his neighbourhood. Next time I came 


medicine, made presents of white food, 


Mr. Gilmour describes the 


on the south, and Russia on 
promises to convert Mongolia to the Greek 


golia to this agency, and turn our attention and 
whose future there does:not seem to be an 


_. , Progress in Mongolia must be slow, 
may no* have done much, 


—, ond 


and ma 


find that we have laboured only.to remove a few grains 
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how solemnly, and with what an evident sense that 
God! I never saw the like in England, and 
as long as twenty-four hours without visiting 
) garb, only it must be perfectly clean ; eat as 
injunctions tha: nothing shall even ‘savour 
, I fancy, approached, by 
' They cook, and eat, and play in 
ing about five, to wash, and bathe, 
; the Creator and Preserver of men, 
: * and needlework, and I fear she is 
and interest herself in all their 
1 could tell a mach longer story. 
not affect to even suggest where 
school are among the best of the nati 
| good Christian wives and intelligent 
| MONGOLIA. 
More than thirty years ago, a mission to the Buriate, a Mongolian tribe, living under 
the authority of Russia, was broken up by the Emperor Nicholas. The !agency employed 
| was that of the London Missionary Society, a representative of whom (the Rev. James 
Gilmour) is now once more labouring among the Mongols, making, however, not Russian, 
but Chinese territory, his winter quarters, and itinerating in summer in Mongolia. Viewing 
- his labours as preparatory only, Mr. Gilmour does not look for much immediate encourage- 
1 ment. Instances are not, however, wanting to show that his influence and skill as a friend 
if and a healer are making themselves felt in quarters where his presence as « Christian 
i= missionary would be considered an intrusion. On this subject Mr. Gilmour writes : “ They 
}) want one thing—medicine. Many of ‘them want it badly ; and thie one thing, in the name 
Th give them, and this seems all we can do at present. That we should 
| iles to tell them of Christ they cannot understand; but that we should come 
Ay learn a language, set up a caravan, give medicines, and ask no money in 
: is ‘merit’ they can appreciate and understand. Medicine gratis is about 
f ich they can appreciate Christianity, and this fact has compelled me 
| I had no choice. Happily our hospital here in Pekin gave me the 
the treatment of some of the more common forms of disease 
| and the more serious cases I refer to Pekin, giving my card with my 
ress, 60 that they may find our place without difficulty. In this way, 
iq hospital will become more and more a Mongol reeort,—it is rather 
‘7 | y; and though the process is slow, itis satisfactory to think that 
a in their esteem and an attractive influence over them, whith may in 
G | ;' (these two epithets were meant for me) and taking the little bottle con- 
| F medicine, dashed it to pieces on a stone. For some days he was in a state of 
| 


‘of sand from the fece of the cliff that is finally to be carried away bodily by the stream of 


In the midst of all this apathy, whence comes enthusiam enough to carry on missions ! = 
am convinced that not a little of it is due to the fact that cur own mission was established 
and held its place Jong enough in Siberia to demonstrate the posubality, and even probability, 
of good progress being made in the conversion of these Buddhist tribes. [If I am right, 
and I think I am right, then the results of the old mission there should not be c@uputed ' 
by the statistics drawn up at its close. Though desi, it yet speaketh— its energy is still felt, 
it still works, it still lives and holds on its way.” | 
WESTER AFRICA. 
Two veteren missionaries, the Reva. Henry Townsend and David Hinderer, have lately a 
gome out again to the Yoruba mission. The former was ome of the founders of the Native — | 
Church at Abbeokuta, and was for many years the senior missionary there. The latter's 
name, and that of his lamented wife, are imecparably amociated with Ibeden. Mr. Town= 
end is to superintend the organization of the Native Church at Abbeokuta and the sur- 
rounding districts, and Mr. Hinderer will, it is hoped, open up mew ground to the eastward, 
in the districts visited last year for the first time by Messrs. Maser and Roper. The Church 
Missionary Gleaner, from which we take these facts, also states that the Rev. V. Faulkner, 
one of the Church missionaries st Lagos, recently paid a visit to Abbeokuta, and writes very 
encouragingly of the condition of the Native Church there, and of the prospects of renewed 
and extended work. The men who were instrumental im procuring the expulsion of Euro 
peans in 1867 are dead or gone away, and the leading chiefs now are favourable to the 
missionaries. 


\ 


- 


: MEXICO. 
outbreak of Romish violence which cost the Rev. Mr. Stephens his life still depresses the mus- 
_ shomary work. The priest who instigated the murder of Mr. Stephens at Abualulco has beer 


ys Coane Convinced that I am not predicting rashly, bat only looking along the : 
followed by the course of political events, I ask, seeing such things are so, ‘ Shall we go 
on or shall we stop?’ Even though we made little progres, even though the few converts 
God might grant to our labours should be swallowed up by the Greek Church, and no trace 
of Protestant effort be left permanently im the land, atill, notwithstanding all this, our 
labour would net have been lost. Our exsmpls might shanze Rewia into some effort for the 
conversion of the Mengole when they have come under ber rule. Even now there are 
MADAGASCAR. 
Bishop Kestell-Cornish and his missionary party have arrived safely im Madagascar. They 
left Mauritius on Michselmas Day, and cast anchor im the harbour of Tamatave on the | 
missionary voyagers kept in the track of the mail steamers from Simgapore, and so were | 
to burn the bulwarks, locker-lids, and all the spare wood they had, even their old clothes, to | 
get to Cape York. However, they any thet she behaved splendidly during the voyage, and 
is a fine sea boat. 
of death. The work dome st however, seems to be permanent 
seventy-five persons belonging to that town expressed a deure associated \ ; 
gregation of eighteen at Guadalajara. They were represented by a deputation of twelve | 
women and three men, who had walked eighty miles to present the request. Meanwhile, | 
the Roman Catholic newspaper counsels, in scarcely disguised language, the assassination of | 
the missionaries. 
| f 
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Alliance. 


WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER, JANUARY 3—10, 1875. 


Lx accordance with the cirenlar address of representatives of British and Foreign Branches 
{ of the Alliance, to Christians of all nations, inviting them to observe the first week of the 
New Year for united supplication “agreed touching the things they ask,” meetings will be 
| held daily in London, both in the City and the Weet-end :— 
| 


WEStT-END. 
 WILLIS’S ROOMS, KING STREET, ST. JAMES'S. 
Each Morning at Eleven o'clock. 

Moxpar, January 4.—Thaniagiving and Confesrion.—Review of the Past. Prayer for 
grace to express gratitude not only with the lip, but in the life. Humiliation for personal 
and national sins. Prayer for the riches uf mercy, and power to overcome temptation. 
The Rev. Ricnaapsox, will preside. 

Tvespar, January 5.—National Objects for Prayer.—For kings and all in anthority ; 
for ecldiers and sailors; for the rich and the poor; for prisoners and captives; for the 
| afflicted and bereaved ; for the persecuted and oppressed. nee Pn 


will preside. 


Weprespar, January 6.—Home Objects for Prayer—Our children at home, in 
if business, and abroad ; for tutors and guardians ; for universities and colleges; for the 


Christian ministry ; and Sunday-schools. The Rev. C. D. Marstox, wa, will preside, 
Tucrspar, January 7.—Foreign Objects for Prayer.—The extension of religious liberty 

throughout the world ; the prevalence of peace among nations; the increase of harmony, 

: sympathy, and service among Christians of all lands; the eu of international 

tf intercourse, and the increase of commerce, and of science, to the’ of Christ's kingdom. 

The Rev. J. Monizy 11.D., will preside. _ - 

a Farpar, January 8.— Missionary Oljects for Prayer—For the conversion of the House p>. , 

: | _ of Terael ; for the spread of the Gospel in heathen lands, and for the deliverance of A 

~ nations from the yoke of superstition. The Rev. Joszrn D.p., will preside. 

Saronpax, January 9.—Prayer for Religious Revival—On the churches throughout 

: the world, for their increase in zeal, spirituality, and devotedness; and for a clearer witness 

for the truth among them. The Rev. Josep Anovus, D.D., will preside. 


Collections will be made after each meeting to defray the large expenses necessarily incurred 
in promoting the observance of the Week of Prayer throughout the world. Special contributions 
are incited. 

? James Davis, Secretary. 
C. pe Assistant Secretary. 

i: | Meetings will be held in the London Tavern, Bishopagate Streét, daily, from one to 
ie two o'clock, for persons engaged in business in the City. Short addresses will be delivered 
at each meeting. 
Le Ministers of the Gospel and Christians generally are affectionately invited to be 
} present, and to make these meetings known to their congregations and friends ; also, 

looking to the approach of this Week of Universal Prayer, special ign te re 
for the divine blessing to rest abundantly upon the meetings, 


Cor Paver mam ose 


| 
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EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE. 


voice of prayer went up from all before the Throne of God; and again, it might be 
said, “ There was much incense given unto the angel, that he should offer it with the prayers 
is before the Throne.” The 
are called upon devoutly to 
tade the answers to their supplications in many a providential arrangement for the progress 
and the gracious revivals that are visiting these and other 
lands, in the signs discernible among nations of the weakening of antichristian systems an:| 
and in special blessings vouchsafed to churches and families in home and 


The meetings 
Kingdom have resulted in increased attention called to the subject of Christian union, 
the spread of information concerning the practical operation and usefulness of the society 


in different countries, and in the increase of its members, pledged to bear testimony to its 


principles and to extend its influence and usefulness, 

The New York Conference of 1873, which gathered together in fraternal fellowship 
Christians from so many lands, has had the most gratifying resulta, and has been followed by 
a General Conference of the Dominion of Canada Branch of the Alliance, which was held in 


in Canada. 

The Council are gratified to announce that, in compliance with an earnest request of 
the Belfast Committee of the Alliance, it is proposed to hold the next Conference of the 
British Organization, in the autumn of the present year, in that important city, where a 
_ cordial weleome will be given to the friends of Christian union. In the following year, 
1876, as already announced in a previous number of this magazine, it is thought desirable, 
in consequence of the formation of an Italian Branch of the Alliance, and of the earnest wish 
of our friends in that Jand, to hold s Conference of Christians of various nations in the city 
- Of Rome. Such # convention is sure to attract universal attention and interest. Much 
~ wisdom and prudence will, therefore, be required in-the selection of delegates, of the subjects 
to be considered, and of the speakers, and also in making the general arrangements for the 
conduct of the meetings and the comfort of the visitors. In the providence of God, should 
this proposal be realized, and the children of God of different and distant countries be allowed to 
assemble in the Eternal City, it will be likely not only to strengthen the hands of all who 
are striving to spread pure and undefiled religion in that land, but to have important influ- 
ences on the progress of Protestant and Evangelical truth throughout Europe, Earnest 
prayer should be offered that the committees of the Alliance may be wisely guided from on 
high in bringing to maturity the proposal, and that the divine blessing may again largely 
rest upon and follow the communion and conference of those who are living members of 
Christ's body, and also heirs together of the grace of life. 

The attention of the Council has been actively engaged throughout the year in behalf of 
their suffering fellow-Christians in Turkey. Contrary to the terme of the Imperial decree 
‘granting full religious liberty to all the subjects of the Sultan, cases of persecution hare 
occurred in Syria which have called for active and united efforts on the part of the Alliance, 
both in remonstrance and appeal. As in previous instances in other countries, an address has 
_ been prepared, and will be conveyed by an influential deputation, in order to be presented by 
them to the ruling Sovereign. The hich has invariably attended these combined efforts 
is an encouragement to hope that, by ‘sblessing, the present mission will accomplish its 
_ object, and that religious liberty, now seriously imperilléd in the Turkish empire, will be 


Tre events of the year just closed have been important for the interests of Christian union in 
several respects, and encouraging to all who desire the increasing manifestation of the one- 
ness of true believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. The first week in January was devoted to 
oreign lands. A higher mission can hardly be imagined than that given to the Evangelical 
Alliance—to unite, at stated times and seasons, in common supplication, the disciples of our . 
Lord throughout the world national distinctions and denominational differen 
on st October. Many eminent men from various parts assembled on that occasion, 
whose addresses and papers on the great religious questions of the day were listened to with 
devout attention. The meetings closed with a united Communion, in which clergy and 
laity of verious churches and nations joined to celebrate the love and atoning sacrifice of their 
divine Lord. Such a service was unexampled in the hi of the Christian denominations ; 
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maintained. —_ prayer is requested for the divine blessing to accompany and follow 


progress of the Gospel and ~ 
Jargely to unite the children of 
and to show the value of an organization which, 


lost, and is incapable of losing, its essential unity. 
embers vangelical Alliance earnestly entreated during the present yeer 


| for joining their fellow-Christians of otl 
prayer and in such works of Christian usefulness as can best be carried on by combined 
agency, and, above all, to cultivate in spirit and in practice the grace of Christian charity ; in 


4 


meeting were read and approved. 

Mrs. Holt Yates, of South Kensington, | that 

was admitted a member of this Alliance. 
PERSECUTIONS IN TURKEY. 


: = = 


ig 

State for Foreign Affaira, dated November | tion for the statement, as schools might still 

30, stating “that a despatch bad been re-/| be established on the observance of the same 

ceived from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Da- | regulations as govern those already existing in 

mascus, reporting that five Ansairyeh Chris | Turkey. 

L tians had arrived from Latakia and Beyrout 

4 as military prisoners; that he had requested | on this subject, dated the 20th ultimo, from 

a Essad Pasha to give orders that these men | Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, 

'~- should be treated in the same manner as other | reporting that, the matter having been com- 
military prisoners. His Highness replied that | mented upon i 
he foresaw no difficulty in having them at- | caused it to be intimated to the newspapers — 
tached to the Dragoon Regiment, which is | that no such instruction as that alleged had 
composed of men of all religions. In any event, | emanated from it, and that there was no in- 
he would see that they were not treated in an | tention of closing the schools. 
exceptional manner, and that they shall have i | 
full liberty to follow the precepts of their re- | “ The Secretary to the Evangelical 


ligious faith.” 
On the subject of the proposed deputation 


A further letter from the Foreign Office, 


dated December 4, communicated that a re- 
port had been received from Her Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Damascus, stating “that four 
or five Ansairyeh Christians had been 
in the Dragoon Regiment, in which men of all 
religious denominations are serving ; and that 
the fifth, wbo had drawn a blank conscription 
paper, had been dismissed, and told that he 
was at liberty to return to his home.” 


to Constantinople, the following letter, of same 
“ Sir —I am directed by the Earl of Derby 


placed | to inform you that a telegram has been re- 


ceived from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople, stating that, in a conversation, 
on the 28th ultimo, about the reception by the 
Sultan of. the deputation from the Evangeli- 


‘| cal Alliance, the Turkish: Minister for Foreign 


& 


| 
| 
| the efforts of the 
1 Several new branches of the Evangelical Alliance have been formed in Great Britain and 
in foreign countries, The correspondence « i up with our Chri:tiaa brethren abroad, and 
the information communicated from time tc 
the interests of Christ's followers in differe: 
God in practical sympathy and co-operation, 
| | ner in fraternal union and co- 
slic Church which has never 
f suitable persons to join the Alliance in membership, to take occasion of times and oppor- 
ing seeking to be followers of God, as < apd 10ve. & 
also hath loved them. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
A meeting of Council was held on Monday, | The Secretary read the following letter from 
December 7 ; the Right Hon. Lord Ebury in | the Foreign Office, of the same date :-— 
the chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer | “ Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Derby 
was offered, and the minutes of the previous | to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Vice-Con- 
Damascus reported on the 15th ultimo 
he had been informed by Essad Pasha 
he had noticed with regret the state 
| t in the European Press that orders had 
| On the subject of the persecutions of Chris- | been issued by his Government for the sup- 
tians in Turkey, the Secre reported evn | pression of all Protestant schools in Syria. 
| 


January 1, 106) 
Affairs said that no engagement on the sub- 


ject could be taken by the Porte beforehand, 


bat he added that if the deputation came, he 
had no doubt that, upon application, the Sul- 
tan would receive the members. 

“It would be desirable, however, if the 
deputation decided upon coming, to alter the 
heading, which would be considered objec- 
tionable, and to correct the inaccuracies con- 
tained in some of its statements. 

(Signed) “ Txwrenpex. 
“The Secretary to the Evangelical 
Alliance.” 

The subject having been carefully consi- 
dered, it was deemed desirable to make the 
English signatories to the address to the Sul- 
tan acquainted with the Earl of Derby's com- 
munication, and to invite their atiendance 
at a meeting to be held in this house on 
Friday, December 18, at two o'clock, for con- 
sultation, with a view to the appointment and 
early departure of the deputation. 

The Chairman suggested the desirableness 
of a request being made for special prayer for 
the divine blessing to rest upon the mission 


If, as the Council are informed, the forced 
military service is avowedly in consequence of 


engaged in teaching, or are willing to pay an 
exemption-tax, then there would appear to be 
an infliction of wrongs upon these unoffending 
men, calling for the sympathy and remon- 


of the proposed deputation, as soon as the strance of their fellow-Christians, and of the 


time of their departure is fixed. 

The Secretary was instructed to acknow- 
ledge the communications from the Foreign 
Office ; to express to the Earl of Derby the 
gratification with which the Council had heard 
that it has been authoritatively denied, both at 
Damascus and Constantinople, that there was 
any foundation for the statement that orders 
had been issued by the Turkish Government 
for the suppression of Protestant schools in 
Syria. 

The Council, feeling a deep interest, in com- 
mon with their fellow-Christians in all lands, 
in the progress of sound and Christian edaca- 
tion, rejoice to hear that schools may still be 
established throughout Turkey, on the observ- 
ance of the same regulations as govern those 
already existing in that land. 


friends of justice and humanity everywhere. 

The Council-would call his lordship's atten- 
tion to the circumstance mentioned in Lord 
Tenterden’s letter of November 30, that 
these Ansairyeh Christians were brought to 
Damascus as military prisoners, but for what 
cause they were treated as prisoners is not 
shown, nor is it even alleged that resistance 
had been offered, or that any charge of mis- 
conduct had been brought against them, nor 
does it appear that any conscription for the 


army was taking place in that district at the — 


time. 


OF PRAYER, 1875. 

The Secretary reported progress in arrange- 
ments for meetings at the West-end during 
the approaching January Week of Universal 
Prayer. 


CHRISTIANS 
Damascus, November 4, 1874. 

A Constantinople telegram of the 10th of 
October, from the Times’ correspondent, gives 
the authoritative denial of the Porte to the 
allegations that Moslems converted to Chris- 
tianity have lately been made the subjects of 
& persecuting policy, and declares that the 
British Ambassador has been assyred that the 
privileges and protection accorded to all reli- 
gions by the Firman of 1856 will be strictly 


‘maintained. It adds, that the cases referred 
_ to from the Ansairyeh tribe arose out of the 


exemptions from military service claimed by 


three individuals on the plea that they had 
become Christians. 

As this telegram is likely to mislead pub- 
lic opinion, already thoronghly aroused by the 
uniform and bitter. tion to which all 
converts from Mohammedaniam to Ch 
in the Turkish dominions have of late been 
subjected, we propose to place in opposition to 
the denials and assertions of the Turkish Go- 
vernment a resumé of facta, most of which are 
registered in the Archives of the British and 
Other Governments, and all of which your 
cofrespondent is prepared to substantiate. 


With respect to the report received from 
Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Damascus, on 
the subject of the five Ansairyeh Christians 
who had been brought as military prisoners 
to Damascus, the Council would call his lord- 
ship’s attention to the circumstances narrated 
their Secretary's letter of December 1— 
| viz, the arrest of Ansairyeh Christians in the 
| district of Latakia; the sudden and violent 
| attack made by Tarkish soldiers on the mis- 
| sion and school premises ; the treatment of 
_the owners, including some women; and the 
| foreed and, as it would appear, illegal enlist- 
ment of some of the men into the Turkish 
_arwy at the time they were statedly engaged 
“the Christian profession made by these men, a 
and notwithstanding the legal exemption of | 
such persons as are heads of families, or are : 
| 
’ 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
3 | 
| 
/ | / | | | 
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we then worshipped the sun and moon, and 
several of the stars, and hated Moslems and 


to make him conform to Moslem rites, was let 
out of prison through the intervention of the 
British Consul. Even at the last interview 
Mr. Green had: with the. Commander-in-Chief 
in behalf of the men, he got the irons taken 


asa for apostasy. 
ion to which I will 
refer, though several instances have since 


occurred, was at Marash. A Moslem called 
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22nd of September, 1673, an order was issued | off Dawond Suliman's feet, after he had been 
to arrest the six male Ansairyeh converts to kept a military prisoner for nine or ten months 
Christianity. Three of these gave themselves | During all this time he had never received 
; up to the Turkish anthorities, They were | either the pay or uniform of a recruit, and his 
Yusef Jedid, Selim Khalify, and Dawoud | clothes were supplied him by friends at De- 
Suliman——men who, with their families, hed | mascus. All the time the three men were 
been recognized as Christians by the Turkish | kept at Damascus they were treated only as 
| Moslems; and the official reply of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to Mr. Green's reinonstrance® 
was this: “There are no Christian sol- 
diers in the Turkish army, and all who 
are in the army must comport themselves as 
Moslems.” It must be borne in mind that 
these men had been seventeen years Chris- 
tians, and were not, therefore, attempting, as 
is alleged, to escape the conscription, for 
Christians only pay the capitation infidel- 
tax (besides, they were heads of families and 
teachers, and, according to Turkish law, should 
have been exempted); that no conscription 
was taking place in the mountain at the time 
given for the arrest of all the converts, and 
Christianity. Those efforts were redoubled at | on suspicion of having a leaning to Chris- 
Damascus ; but when it was found that they | tianity, was liberated on his proving to the 
could not be prevailed upon to apostatizé;| satisfaction of his judges that he was still ap 
they were brought, on the 23rd of September, | Ansairyeh; and that the three men were not 
before a military tribunsl, who questioned | enrolled in the army till, after protracted and 
them as to their religion. They were told, if | unutterable cruelties, they still declared them- 
they did not renounce Christianity, they would | selves Christians. Their incorporation in the 
be transported to Yemen. They replied, “ Be- | army was thus entirely an after-thought, and 
fore we were Protestants we were Ansairyeh ; 
tians, all that is changed, and we cannot give wie and son, All ane 
up Christianity, even to save our lives.” Rosie, who had-attended Protestant worship 
The chief of the tribunal, finding that he | for some time, were summoned before the 
could not prevail apon them to-‘become Mos-| Turkish Governor on the 4th of May, 
lems, left them for a short time, and on his| 1874. They were questioned about their re- 
return took them before a higher tribunal. | ligion and shut up in prison, and treated with 
Here they were subjected to a similar ordeal, | great cruelty. On the following morning 
and when they still continued to declare them- | their hands were bound behind them, and 
selves Christians, the president ordered up | they were driven on foot, before three armed 
the ballot-bag which is used at the conscrip- | horsemen, to Aleppo, a distance of 100 miles. 
tion. They were put through the form of | Here they were again questioned as to their 
drawing tickets, and then separated and placed | religion, and a Turk offered to make Mustapha 
in different barracks in the city. As con- | a sergeant, and to take Ali into his service at 
scripts, they were treated with unparalleled | 61. per month, on condition that they re- 
cruelty, They were constantly insulted, even | turned to Islam, Shortly after this offer was 
by their officers on parade, as “infidel dogs.” | made, they were taken outside of Aleppo, the 
They were frequently beaten, and one of them, | officer in command assuring them that they 
who was being starved to death in a dungeon | were being led to execution. They were | 
taken, however, to a village, where, they say, 
“they put our feet in fettera and imprisoned 
: us, under the care of|five armed men, and we 
were exposed to the abuse of the people of - 
the village.” The Aleppo Mufti. took Ali 
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passed :— | 
“The Secretary having reported that the 

bers of the Council individually as of signa- 

tories to the address, with the view to induce 
The deputation proposes leaving for Con- 


will of God; 
" They were again is 
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They were 


< MEETING OF SIGNATORIES TO THE ADDRESS TO 


\ 


© 


_ Per 
per 


to 
days 
Co 


Subscriptions, 
ones . 
Olarkeon « 
wher 
idle. 


on Su 


The active sympathy of the Christian Go- | as many of them as can possibly make it con- 
vernments of Enrope and America has al- | venient fo aid the object by uniting themselves 


ready been enlisted on behalf of these sufferers, | to the deputation. 
ance; and the friends of Turkey, as well as the | stantinople the first or second week in January. 
DURING 


may add, that these people have been charged | under the earnest attention as well of mem- 


a Turkish steamer and sent to Smyrna, where, 
with no crime except that of having become 


through the efforts of the Evangelical Alli- 
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it aid, “My son, we are | sdvocstes of religions 
| unless you return to Islam.” | vouring to induce the 
| to abide loyally by ber 
18) the matter of religions 
hoped that Turkey, in 
718) put a stop to these 
ate her best frienda, 
penefit to Islam or the empire. 
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